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Public Papers of the Presidents 
of the United States 
LYNDON B. JOHNSON, 1966 


This is the 22d volume in the “Public Papers” series to be released. 
It contains public messages and statements, verbatim transcripts of the 
President’s news conferences, and other selected papers released by the 
White House during 1966. 

Included in the volume are the President’s annual message to Congress 
on the State of the Union; special messages to Congress on consumer 
protection, domestic health and education, and on crime and law 
enforcement; statements concerning the model cities program, anti- 
pollution measures, and auto and highway safety; joint statements with 
leaders of foreign governments; speeches made by the President while 
on his 17-day Asian-Pacific tour; and remarks on the bill creating the 
Department of Transportation. 

The 1497-page volume, fully indexed, consists of two clothbound 
books. Book I covers the period from January | through June 30, 1966, 
and sells for $6.50; Book II covers the period from July 1 through 
December 31, 1966, and sells for $7.00. 

All volumes in the “Public Papers” series are sold by the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. Distribution for official use is governed by the provisions of 
sections 32.15-32.19 of Title 1 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 
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Social Security Benefits 


Statement by the President Upon Meeting With the 
24 Millionth Social Security Beneficiary. 
July 17, 1968 


The President met today with Mr. and Mrs. William 
F. Owen of Richmond, Va. Mr. Owen, who recently 
began receiving benefits, is the 24 millionth social security 
beneficiary. 

“The addition of Mr. Owen’s name to the benefit rolls,” 
the President said, “is more than a statistical milestone. 
The real significance of this program—for him, and for 
millions of other Americans—lies in the independence, the 
peace of mind, and the dignity which the program 
guarantees. 

“Thirty-three years ago, President Franklin D. Roose- 
velt signed the first social security law, calling it the 
‘cornerstone in a structure which is being built, but which 
is by no means complete.’ 

“When the social security program was first considered 
in the Congress, I recall, there were prophesies of ‘gloom 
and doom’ from opponents of the program. None of these 
prophesies came true. 


“They said the program would impair private pension 
plans. Instead, the number of private pension plans has 
increased a hundredfold. They said it would undermine 
the virtue of thrift. But today we have more savings and 
more savers than ever before. Social security today is the 
basic plan upon which individual savings and private 
pension plans are based. It is a basic part of the American 
way of life. 


“It gives me great pride that in the past four and a half 
years, we have built a great structure around that corner- 


stone. To the basic social security structure, we have added 
amendments including : 


—a law establishing the historic Medicare program; 
—laws increasing social security benefits an average of 
23 percent; 
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—laws establishing new benefit categories, and adding 
hundreds of thousands of new beneficiaries to the 
rolls; 

—laws increasing the amount which a beneficiary can 
earn without losing benefits. 


“But a third of a century after the signing of the original 
Social Security Act, the structure is still ‘by no means com- 
plete.’ I am convinced that the program should be im- 
proved further. Benefits should be still higher; the min- 
imum monthly benefit should be $70 for an individual and 
$105 for a couple. The disabled should be included under 
Medicare. I have proposed these and other changes to the 
Congress, and I hope to see them enacted. 

“The Medicare program which now protects 20 mil- 
lion aged persons has been an outstanding success. The 
dire predictions of those who opposed the system have not 
come true. But soaring medical costs could erode the pro- 
tection that has been established. Immediate steps must be 
taken to stem this dangerous inflation. I recommended to 
the Congress earlier this year that the Secretary of HEW 
be authorized to employ new methods of payments under 
the Medicare and Medicaid programs. These methods 
should be tested—and put to work as soon as they prove 
effective in providing high quality medical care, more 
efficiently and less expensively. I urge the Congress to take 
action on this legislation now. 

“It was a pleasure to meet Mr. and Mrs. Owen today. 
They are symbols of a system that works—-for the endur- 
ing good of every American citizen.” 


Secretary of State Rusk’s News 
Conference at Austin, Texas 


Secretary Rusk’s Remarks to the Press Upon Arrival at 
Bergstrom Air Force Base En Route to the Honolulu 
Conference. July 18, 1968 


Q. Mr. Secretary, what has the United States done, 
if anything, to express the American interest or concern 
in what is going on in Czechoslovakia, especially in rela- 
tion to the Soviet Union? 
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SECRETARY Rusk. I heard a report about that this 
morning. That is not my story. I don’t know what he is 
talking about. Why don’t you get hold of the fellow who 
started the report and ask him what he is talking about? 

Q. I am asking you what has the United States done. 
You are the Secretary of State. 

SECRETARY Rusk. I am just telling you that so far as 
I know, there is nothing in that report. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, there was another meeting in Paris, 
some 41. hours in duration, and where does that put us 
on the eve of the talks now in Honolulu? 

SECRETARY Rusk. We will be reviewing with Presi- 
dent Thieu in great detail the discussions in Paris, We are 
still very much interested in the central question of how 
we can bring about deescalation on both sides, Thus far, 
we have not had any breakthrough on that. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, has the United States Government 
indicated to the Russians in any way its concern if they 
should intervene in Czechoslovakia? 

SECRETARY Rusk. In the first place, I have seen some 
suggestions from their side that somehow, what they call 
the imperialists have something to do with this situation. 

I think they know that that is not true, that we have 
not involved ourselves in any way in the situation. 

I think they can sit down and figure out for themselves 
that our general attitude is that people ought to be able 
to be free to develop their internal arrangements. 

That does not mean that we have been pursuing this 
matter, They probably know what we think about such 
questions where they arise anywhere in the world, but 
we have not involved ourselves in this matter, 


Q. When you say “not involved ourselves,” are you 
saying that we have sent no message, directly or indi- 
rectly, of our concern about the possibility of a military 
intervention? 

SECRETARY Rusk. You fellows cook up a story and 
then you ask me to make another story by trying to deny 
it. I have told you that I know nothing whatever about 
any report that we have taken this matter up with the 
Russians. 

Go back and ask the fellow who started the story. Ask 
him where he got his information. I don’t know what 
he is talking about. 


Q. Regardless of the reports, have we or have we not 
expressed any concern to the Soviet Union? 

SECRETARY Rusk. I said we have not involved our- 
selves in this in any way. 


Q. Mr. Secretary, Xuan Thuy told David Schoenbrun 
in Paris, by implication, that there has been deescala- 
tion in the reduction of rocket attacks in Saigon. How do 
you feel about that? 

SECRETARY Rusk. We will see. Are they preparing 
another attack on Saigon out there or not? We need to 
know some better answers than we have to that question. 

Q. Do you think that another attack is imminent or 
that that is the litmus test? 
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SEecRETARY Rusk. The indications there are that the 
other side seems to be getting ready for another round 
of attacks, That is the impression everyone has. I think 
it is true that for some time there have not been rockets 
or mortar attacks into the center of Saigon itself. 

I think that is good, if that is the case. We continue to 
capture rockets and mortars in the immediate vicinity of 
Saigon. So, we want to know what the other side has in 
mind doing, and I am not sure anyone knows that yet. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, have the Czechs asked the United 
States Government to make any diplomatic overtures of 
any kind? 

Secretary Rusk. No, not at all. They have not dis- 
cussed their situation with us in any way. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, Secretary Clifford was reported on 
the radio—and I don’t know the accuracy of this—having 
said just before he left for Honolulu that we would have 
to have some pledge-—I think that was the word—of 
reciprocity. Do you know whether that, in fact, is what 
he said? Is the word “pledge” correct? 

SecrETARY Rusk. I have not seen that report and I 
don’t know what language he used. I think the central 
question for us when they demand we stop the bombing 
is: What happens if we do stop the bombing? No one is 
able to tell us. 

The central fact at the moment is 78 percent of the 
land area of North Vietnam is free from bombing and 
there is not a single square kilometer in South Vietnam 
that is free from bombing. 

Naturally, when somebody talks to us about stopping 
the remainder of the bombing, we are curious about what 
would happen if we did and nobody has been able to 
tell us. 

Q. Do you think it is true that this has not changed? 

SecrETARY Rusk. Yes, that is true. There has been 
no change. 

NoTE: Secretary Rusk met with the press at 10:30 a.m., c.d.t., 


upon his arrival at Austin to accompany the President to the 
Honolulu meeting with President Thieu of South Vietnam. 


Family Reunion Day 


Proclamation 3858. July 18, 1968 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Since the founding of the Republic, the American fam- 
ily has been a source of individual strength and national 
stability. 

These are times, however, that test the unity of family 
life. Progress—social, economic, and technological—has 
brought with it new mobility that tends to separate the 
members of affluent families. 
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For millions of other Americans, poverty, discrimina- 
tion and the spiritual deprivation of slum life have 
strained the cohesion of family units past the breaking 
point. Many young people are growing up without the 
shaping example of a firm, responsible, and caring male 
in the household. There are strengths within almost all 
families, whether or not headed by a father; but history 
and instinct tell us that that a society that does not en- 
courage responsible fatherhood will pay for its failure in 
later generations. For that reason, action to extend job 
opportunities, to improve education and housing, and to 
end discrimination in all its forms is vital to stronger family 
life—and ultimately to a more just and peaceful nation. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, LyNpon B. JoHNson, President 
of the United States of America, pursuant to Senate Joint 
Resolution 165, do hereby designate Sunday, August 11, 
1968, as Family Reunion Day, and I urge all the people 
of the United States to support those actions that will 
strengthen the American family, and to celebrate this day 
with such ceremonies as will reemphasize our continuing 
belief that family life is the highest and most enduring 
product of our civilization. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this eighteenth day of July, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred and sixty-eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred and 
ninety-third. 

Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 1:34 p.m., 
July 22, 1968] 


NOTE: Proclamation 3858 was released at Honolulu, Hawaii. 


Salute to Eisenhower Week 


Proclamation 3859. July 18, 1968 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Few men in history have contributed as much to their 
country and to the world as has General Dwight David 
Eisenhower. 

As Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary 
Forces in World War II, his leadership, resolution, and 
personal courage guided us to victory and to peace. 

Following World War II, he served as the first Supreme 
Allied Commander of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nization forces in Europe, and demonstrated an unrivaled 
capacity to create a united military organization. 

During eight years as President of the United States, 
he enhanced his reputation as a leader of nations; a pro- 
gram of lasting international cooperation was inaugurated 
in his administration. 
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General Eisenhower is recognized as one of the most 
popular and respected living Americans—admired and 
loved by his fellowmen not only as an outstanding military 
leader and statesman, but also as one whose character 
and high principles serve as a standard for all citizens. 

It is fitting that on the occasion of General Eisenhower’s 
78th birthday on October 14, 1968, we pay tribute to this 
great American. To this end, the Congress, by a joint 
resolution approved July 18, 1968, has requested the 
President to designate the week of October 13, 1968, as 
Salute to Eisenhower Week. It is my pleasure to do so. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, LyNpon B. Jonnson, President 
of the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week of October 13, 1968, as Salute to Eisenhower Week, 
and I call upon the people of the United States to observe 
that week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this eighteenth day of July, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred and sixty-eight, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred and 
ninety-third. 

Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 1.34 p.m., 
July 22, 1968] 


NOTE: Proclamation 3859 was released at Honolulu, Hawaii. 


Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Irvine H. Sprague to the Board of Directors. 
July 18, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Irvine H. Sprague, a legal resident of Cali- 
fornia, to the Board of Directors of the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation. If confirmed by the Senate for 
this $28,750 per year post, Mr. Sprague would replace 
William W. Sherrill, who was appointed to the Federal 
Reserve Board in April 1967. Mr. Sprague’s term would 
be for 6 years, dating from his entry into office. He is 
currently Aide for Congressional Relations at the White 
House, a position to which he was appointed in Janu- 
ary 1967, by Lawrence O’Brien, who was then the Presi- 
dent’s chief liaison man with the Congress. 

Mr. Sprague was born on July 4, 1921, in San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. He.is a graduate of the University of the 
Pacific from which he received the B.A. degree in eco- 
nomics. He also has had further study in engineering and 
law. From 1940 until 1943 and again during the period 
1947-56, Sprague served as a reporter for the Stockton 
Daily Record in Stockton, Calif. From 1957 to 1963 he 
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was administrative assistant to Congressman John J. Mc- 
Fall of California. From 1963 to 1967, Sprague served 
as deputy director of the California State Department 
of Finance in which it was his responsibility to direct the 
Washington office of the Finance Department and serve 
as the ranking Washington representative of the Califor- 
nia State Government in its dealings with the Congress 
and Federal departments and agencies, In 1967, Mr. 
Sprague was appointed to the White House staff. His 
responsibilities were to work with Members of the House 
of Representatives from the West. 

During World War II, Mr. Sprague served in the U.S. 
Army which he entered as a private. He became an officer 
and was a combat infantry platoon leader in the South- 
ern Philippines and served on General MacArthur’s staff 
in the occupation of Japan. He was awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal on two occasions and the Purple Heart. He 
is currently a lieutenant colonel in the Army Reserve. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sprague and their three children reside 
locally at 7514 Wellesley Drive, College Park, Md. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Honolulu, Hawaii. 


National Mediation Board 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Francis A. O’Neill, Jr., for Reappointment 
tothe Board. July 18, 1968 


The President announced today his intention to 
nominate Francis A. O'Neill, Jr., of New York, for 
reappointment to the National Mediation Board. The 
National Mediation Board is responsible for mediating 
labor disputes within the railroad and airlines industries. 
Mr. O’Neill’s current term expired July 1, 1968. His new 
term would expire July 1, 1971. 

Mr. O’Neill was born April 3, 1908, in New York 
City. He was educated at Fordham University and 
received his B.A. in 1929 and LL.B. in 1932. In 1933, 
he was admitted to the New York State Bar and practiced 
law in New York until 1939. From 1939 to 1942, Mr. 
O’Neill served as a review and trial attorney for the New 
York State Labor Relations Board. From 1943 to 1945, 
Mr. O'Neill was a lieutenant in the U.S. Navy and saw 
combat as a gunnery officer. He returned to the New 
York State Labor Relations Board after World War II 
and served as chief trial examiner until 1947. 

Since 1947, he has been a member of the National 
Mediation Board. President Truman first appointed him 
on March 28, 1947, and he has been successively 
reappointed since then for 3-year terms. 

Mr. O'Neill is married and resides in the District of 
Columbia. He is a Republican. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Honolulu, Hawaii. 
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Honolulu Conference With President 
Thieu of South Vietnam 


Statement by President Nguyen Van Thieu at the Joint 
Working Session. July 19, 1968 


This is the third time in 3 years that the Government 
leaders of our two countries meet in the Pacific to re- 
view our common efforts, in the framework of our com- 
mon purposes in the face of Communist aggression in 
Vietnam. This year, the conference has a special sig- 
nificance in view of exploratory talks in Paris and the 
recent Communist offensives in South Vietnam. 

In February 1966, when we met for the first time in 
Honolulu, our two Governments jointly expressed our 
determination in the defense against Communist aggres- 
sion, our dedication to the hopes of all the people of 
South Vietnam, and our commitment to the search for 
a just and durable peace. 

At that time, South Vietnam was in an unstable period, 
and the provisional government under the National Lead- 
ership Committee, was less than 1 year old. 

We were convinced then, as we are now, that Commu- 
nist aggression and expansion cannot be allowed to go 
unchecked, because otherwise we can have at best only 
a respite, not a genuine, durable peace. On the other 
hand, we know that the Communist challenge is not only 
a military one, it is also a political challenge. Behind the 
shield of military defense, we, the Vietnamese, must build 
a strong and progressive society as a viable and attractive 
alternative to communism. 

That is why, at our first conference here in 1966, the 
Government of the Republic of Vietnam set forth these 
4 following purposes: 

1. The defeat of the Vietcong. 

2. The eradication of social injustice and the building 
of a modern society in which every man can know that 
he has a future. 

3. The establishment of a viable, stable and progress- 
ing economy. 

4. The building of true democracy for our land and 
our people. 

A few months after the first Honolulu Conference, 
while the Communist aggressors continued their relentless 
pressures, the Republic of Vietnam encountered in the 
summer of 1966 violent internal upheavals which seri- 
ously menaced the perspectives of an orderly democratic 
society. With American unfailing support, the Republic 
of Vietnam weathered through these storms and met this 
double challenge. 

In the midst of the war, we organized elections for a 
Constituent Assembly to draft a constitution for the new 
Republic, promulgated in April 1967. 

In the framework of the constitution, presidential elec- 
tions were held, as well as nationwide elections for a Sen- 
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ate and Lower House of the National Assembly. At the 
same time, elections were held at the local level, through- 
out the country, for the revival of the village councils 
which made the strength of traditional Vietnam, and 
which recalled the fact that popular participation in 
public affairs was not unknown in our history, for many 
thousand years. 

Thus, one of the major goals pursued by the Govern- 
ment of Vietnam has been reached, in terms of the estab- 
lishment of the structure for constitutional democracy in 
facing the Communist challenge. 

In our efforts to build a better society in South Viet- 
nam, the GVN has paid special attention to the eradica- 
tion of corruption. A large number of corrupt and 
inefficient administrators and civil servants have been 
replaced. We look forward to the establishment of a 
healthy and effective administrative machinery as an in- 
dispensable instrument for the implementation of con- 
structive programs, and to broaden popular support for 
the Government. 

In the economic field, much depends on the evolution 
of the military situation and the progress of pacification, 
as the production and circulation of goods depend on the 
extent of security throughout the national territory, and 
defense efforts influence heavily our national budget. We 
have managed to keep inflation and prices within reason- 
able bounds. But as our defense efforts increase, inflation- 
ary pressure on our economy also increases. American aid 
to the Republic of Vietnam, through the mechanisms of 
the Commodity Import Program, depends not only on 
the aid appropriated, but also on the absorption capacity 
of imported commodities into the Vietnamese market. 
The volume of imported goods into Vietnam, in turn, is 
influenced by the general atmosphere of security in the 
country, because people naturally have a tendency to 
hoard their savings and reduce consumption during the 
period of enemy attacks against populated areas. There- 
fore, I hope that ways can be devised to generate sufficient 
counterpart funds which are more needed for the 
strengthening of defense, at a time when the absorption 
capacity of imported goods into Vietnam is liable to fluc- 
tuations or restrictions. 

On the other hand, it is desirable that ways can also 
be found to channel an increasing part of aid to economic 
development, in proportion to the amount of consumers’ 
goods imported through the aid mechanisms. 

Since the Guam Conference in March 1967, long-range 
economic planning has been underway so that, if war 
should continue, we can fight and build at the same time, 
and if peace could become a reality in the near future we 
would be able to devote our natural and human resources 
to peaceful pursuits with a minimum of necessary 
adjustments. 

In this field, beyond the scope of South Vietnam, we 
look forward to an era of constructive regional develop- 
ment, so promising for Southeast Asia, which, in his 
speech at Johns Hopkins University 3 years ago, President 
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Johnson in a great vision of statesmanship has shown to 
friends and foes alike as a bright alternative to the present 
war. 


In our joint commitment to the search for a just and 
stable peace, 1 completely share the views which President 
Johnson expressed in his San Antonio speech and his 
historical speech of March 31st. 


After so many years of war, we are longing for peace, 
but we cannot accept from the Communists, according 
to the expressions of President Johnson, “‘a fake solution 
and call it peace,” because such a solution would be only 
a time bomb for Southeast Asia and for the world. 


Genuine peace can in no way be assured until it has 
become a reality. We realize that the road ahead is still 
long and arduous. The presence of American troops was 
instrumental in stemming the tide of Communist aggres- 
sion in 1965. Today it is still instrumental in an effective 
joint system for the defense of Vietnam. But we realize 
that we, Vietnamese, are most affected by this war, 
which is waged on our soil, against our own freedom. 
Therefore, we feel that we are dutybound to shoulder 
each day an increasing share in this struggle. As you know, 
with the wholehearted approval of the National Assembly 
of the RVN, I have decreed general mobilization. Our 
Armed Forces will be over 800,000 men by the end of this 
year. The needed armaments, equipment, training, as well 
as the financial and economic aspects in these defense 
efforts, are the problems for which I hope the defense 
experts in our two Governments would be able to find 
suitable solutions. 


Our enemy has been seriously weakened by our vigorous 
responses. The Communist aggressors suffer a serious 
shortage in manpower both because of the repairs needed 
in the North on their various installations and ways of 
communications, and the very heavy casualties they have 
sustained since the beginning of this year, much heavier 
in comparison with past years. The enemy has had to 
change completely his classical strategy, which consists in 
concentrating on the subversion and harassing tactics in 
the countryside to surround the cities, and to launch 
offensives only when he is sure in advance of victory. 
Instead, the enemy has chosen, since the Vietnamese new 
year, to launch attacks against the cities, in an adventurous 
manner which has caused a heavy toll in his ranks. Today, 
the Vietcong have to draft children to fill the gaps in their 
units, and their recruits are poorly trained and inade- 
quately motivated. As a consequence, enemy morale has 
lowered, and this year for the first time enemy defectors 
have come to us in whole units, and there are individual 
defectors from the enemy up to the rank of regimental 
commanders. This is an encouraging development. How- 
ever, we expect further Communist major offensives this 
year because the Communists are anxious to obtain some 
gains through these offensives to exert political pressures 
while peace conversations are underway. But we are ready 
for this eventuality. 


MO 
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We do hope, of course, that a just and honorable peace 
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sultations which you have maintained with the Vietnam- 


‘ can be obtained at the negotiating table. We would have, ese Government in relation to the present exploratory 

however, to make sure that such a peace could be dur- _ talks in Paris. We are fighting for a just cause, and I am 
; able. Past experiences have shown that peace cannot convinced that international public opinion will increas- 
' be secured simply through the pledges and signatures ingly realize that, in this struggle for peace in freedom, 


we 
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of the aggressors. It has to be accompanied by effective 
international guarantees, credible to friends and foes alike. 
In concluding, I would like to express our deep grati- 
tude for the generous help and valiant support of the 
United States in this crucial struggle. 
I also greatly appreciate the thoughtful and close con- 


we deserve the support and sympathy of free men 
everywhere. 


Thank you very much. 
NOTE: The text of the statement was made available by the White 


House Press Office at Honolulu. It was not issued in the form of a 
White House press release. 





HONOLULU CONFERENCE WITH 
PRESIDENT THIEU OF SOUTH VIETNAM 


Joint Statement by President Johnson and President Thieu Following the 
Conference. July 20, 1968 


President Nguyen Van Thieu of the Republic of Vietnam and Presi- 
dent Lyndon B. Johnson of the United States of America met in Hono- 
lulu, Hawaii, U.S.A., on July 19 and 20. The meeting was held at Presi- 
dent Thieu’s suggestion, in light of the fact that the pressing military 
situation did not permit him to be absent from South Vietnam for the 
longer time required for a State visit and made it necessary for him to 
request the postponement of the State visit to a later time this year. 

The primary purpose of the meeting was to allow the two leaders to 
discuss current military and diplomatic developments in South Vietnam 
and Paris. Their discussions were chiefly private, though they drew on 
the assistance of senior members of their respective governments. 


Basic Po.icy 


The two Presidents once again declared that their common objec- 
tives, both in Vietnam and in East Asia and the Pacific, were those stated 
in the Manila Declaration of 1966 

—to be free from aggression 

—to conquer hunger, illiteracy and disease 

—to build a region of security, order and progress 

—to seek reconciliation and peace throughout Asia and the Pacific. 

They reaffirmed their deep belief that the struggle to defeat aggres- 
sion and to restore an honorable and secure peace in Vietnam was vitally 
related to these broader objectives, and had already contributed to con- 
fidence and constructive efforts by other nations in Asia. 

President Thieu expressed to President Johnson the abiding grati- 
tude of the South Vietnamese people for the sacrifice of the American 
people in the cause of freedom in South Vietnam and peace in Southeast 
Asia. President Thieu further expressed his gratitude for the significant 
military contributions of the five other Asian and Pacific nations with 
military forces in the Republic of Vietnam. 

President Thieu stated his Government’s determination to continue 
to assume all the responsibility that the scale of the forces of South Viet- 
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nam and their equipment will permit, while preparing the Vietnamese 
nation and armed forces for the important and decisive role that will be 
theirs in the coming stages of the struggle. 


REVIEW OF THE SITUATION 


The Presidents reviewed the course of events since their December 
meeting in Canberra: the treacherous Communist attacks at TET; 
President Johnson’s speech of March 31; and the resulting Paris talks, 
(being conducted on the U.S. side by Ambassadors Harriman and 
Vance. ) 

They noted that the last six months have revealed a major and con- 
tinuing change in North Vietnamese strategy. With greatly stepped 
up infiltration of men and modern equipment from the North, Hanoi 
has sought and continues to seek military and psychological successes 
that would shift the balance of the conflict in its favor in a relatively 
short period. In spite of its failure in February and May this year, this 
strategy continues. 

The two Presidents noted the tremendous losses suffered by the other 
side during 1968. These losses are being increasingly replaced by North 
Vietnamese infiltration, rather than by local recruitment. As a result, 
it now appears that North Vietnamese comprise over 70 percent of the 
main force battalions on the other side, as compared to 26 percent in 
late 1965. 

Reviewing the current situation in the light of these significant 
basic changes, the two Presidents noted that the rate of infiltration from 
the North—evidenced by massive movement in North Vietnam and 
Laos—continues at a high level. They agreed that the pattern of military 
activity on the other side continues to indicate renewed offensive action 
at some time in the next two months. Military factors—enemy regroup- 
ing and effective allied spoiling actions—appear to account for the 
drop in the level of fighting over the last two to three weeks, including 
the lull in indiscriminate attacks on the civilian population in Saigon. 

The two Presidents noted the negative position of North Vietnamese 
negotiators at Paris. They also reviewed the evidence together and con- 
cluded there had been no response to the major limitation of bombing 
put into effect on March 31, which freed 90% of the people of North 
Vietnam and 78% of its territory from attack. Hanoi appeared to be 
continuing to follow the policy of “fighting while negotiating” long fore- 
shadowed in North Vietnamese strategic documents. The two Presidents 
called on the authorities in Hanoi to respond to the substantial de-escala- 
tion initiated on March 31 and open the door to serious peace 
negotiations. 

The two Presidents agreed that in the face of this North Vietnamese 
strategy the fundamental aims of the Government of the Republic of Viet- 
nam and its allies must be: 

A. To meet and defeat whatever military and terrorist actions might 
be initiated by the other side, under direction from Hanoi. 

B. To strengthen the South Vietnamese armed forces. 

C. To continue to seek a reduction in the level of hostilities and an 
honorable and secure peace that 


—would assure the right of the South Vietnamese people to decide 
their own affairs without external interference, 
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—be in accord with the essential principles of the Geneva Accords 
of 1954, and 


—provide for full compliance with the Geneva Accords of 1962 re- 
specting Laos. 


STRENGTHENING OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT AND 
ARMED Forces 


The two Presidents reviewed the basic military dispositions and 
strategy of South Vietnamese and Allied forces, on which President John- 
son had just received a full report from Secretary Clifford. It was agreed 
that the measures being taken provided a solid basis for confidence that 
further major attacks by the communist side would be repelled. 


The two Presidents then devoted major attention to the steps under 
way to increase the numbers and improve the fighting power of the South 
Vietnamese armed forces. President Thieu reported that the increase in 
volunteers, the extension of the draft to 18- and 19-year-olds, and the call- 
ing back to service of veterans and reserve officers, have brought 
the armed forces of South Vietnam to a level of 765,000 men in June— 
some 48,000 more than the original goal for this date. With the mobiliza- 
tion law enacted at the end of May, it is expected that the total will ex- 
ceed 800,000 men by the end of 1968—the equivalent in population ratio 
of some 15 million men in the United States. It is also anticipated that an 
additional 200,000 men will be made available by the end of 1968 in 
auxiliary and paramilitary forces, such as the police and self-defense 
forces. 

President Johnson expressed himself as encouraged by these efforts, 
and reviewed the joint program under way to equip South Vietnamese 
armed forces with improved weapons, accelerated technical training pro- 
grams, and financial assistance. M—16 automatic rifles have already been 
provided to all regular Vietnamese infantry, airborne, marine and ranger 
battalions. The supplying of these weapons to paramilitary troops, down 
to the hamlet level, is proceeding on a high priority basis. Increased pro- 
duction of the M~—16 should make it possible to get the weapon into the 
hands of all South Vietnamese forces during 1969. 


Looking to the longer term the Presidents agreed that the South 
Vietnamese forces should continue to develop increased capabilities in 
terms of certain key items of equipment now largely provided by Allied 
and U.S. forces. It was agreed that military authorities would consult 
further on a program to work in this direction, and that additional items 
would be programmed in the near future toward this end. 

President Thieu then reviewed significant developments in the 
strengthening of the South Vietnamese Government and in key areas 
essential both for war and peace. He specifically noted: 

—the formation of a new Cabinet in May under Prime Minister 

Tran Van Huong, with a broader political base; 

—the actions of the National Assembly in passing a series of im- 
portant measures—including tax increases, war risk insurance, 
and the Mobilization Law—and in developing the necessary spirit 
of cooperation between legislative and executive; 


—the progress being made in dealing with corruption and ineffective 
administration ; 
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—the resiliency shown by the economy in recovering from the dam- 
age caused by enemy action, and the high percentage of refugees 
and evacuees now re-housed ; 

—the dramatic success achieved in spreading new and improved 
rice seed, the measures being taken to assure an adequate return 
to the farmer even under wartime conditions, and the progress of 
the program directed toward a more equitable distribution of 
land; 

—the substantial recovery of the pacification and security program 
in the countryside, after the setbacks incurred at TET. President 
Thieu expressed the policy of his government to support fully 
the program of Revolutionary Development, and to improve 
security in a lasting way through the use of both Revolutionary 
Development cadre and, to an increasing degree, Regional and 
Popular Forces—with the continued support of Regular Forces 
wherever required. 


Paris TALKS 


The two Presidents considered the current status of the Paris talks— 
already fully reported to the South Vietnamese and Allied governments— 
and weighed at length the contingencies that might arise. 

The two Presidents deplored the use of the discussions for prop- 
aganda purposes on the North Vietnamese side, and such unrealistic 
positions as Hanoi’s refusal to admit the presence of North Vietnamese 
forces in the South. They agreed that the basic objective in the Paris talks 
is to open the way to a stable and honorable peace. In the face of con- 
tinued high infiltration and other military actions directed from Hanoi, 
however, they saw no alternative but to continue to press for realistic 
discussions on the appropriate actions by both sides. 

The two Presidents again affirmed that the Republic of Vietnam 
should be a full participant playing a leading role in discussions concern- 
ing the substance of a final settlement, and that their two governments 
would act in full consultation with each other, and with their allies, both 
in the present phase and throughout. 


THE RESTORATION OF PEACE 


The two Presidents further reviewed and reaffirmed the Manila 
Communique of October 1966 and the additional matters covered in the 
Canberra Communique of 1967. President Thieu summarized the views 
of his government as to the essential conditions of peace in South Vietnam 
in the following terms: 

—the reestablishment of the 17th parallel as the demarcation line 
between South and North Vietnam, pending a determination, 
by the free choice of all Vietnamese, on reunification; 

—respect for the territorial integrity of the Republic of Vietnam; 

—full compliance with the principle of non-interference between 
South and North Vietnam; 

—the withdrawal from South Vietnam of military and subversive 
forces from the North; 

—an end to aggression and a complete cessation of hostilities 
throughout Vietnam; 
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—effective international supervision and guarantees for the carry- 
ing out and preservation of the above measures. 


President Thieu reaffirmed the policy of his government to resolve 
the internal problems of all the South Vietnamese people in an amicable, 
just, and peaceful way in accordance with the principle of one man, one 
vote. 

He noted his government had rejected the principles of retaliation 
and revenge in favor of national reconciliation. He offered full participa- 
tion in political activities to all individuals and members of groups who 
agree to renounce force and to abide by the Constitution of Vietnam. 

President Thieu further stated that, when peace was restored, it 
would be the policy of his Government to explore all the avenues which 
may lead to the reunification of Vietnam by peaceful means, through the 
free and democratic choice of all Vietnamese in the North and in the 
South. To that end he would consider favorably the gradual develop- 
ment of relations beneficial to both South Vietnam and North Vietnam, 
subject only to essential safeguards against renewed subversion. 

President Johnson endorsed these principles and policies as essential 
elements of an honorable and secure peace. He described American 
policy in the following way: 

—USS. forces are fighting to repel external aggression. The United 
States has no other ambitions in Vietnam. It desires no bases, no 
continued military presence, and no political role in Vietnamese 
affairs. 

—As North Vietnam takes its men home and ends its aggression 
against South Vietnam, U.S. forces will be withdrawn, in accord- 
ance with the Manila Communique. 

—The United States will not support the imposition of a “coalition 
government,” or any other form of government, on the people 
of South Vietnam. The people of South Vietnam—and only the 
people of South Vietnam—have the right to choose the form of 
their government. 

—The United States wants to help the people of Southeast Asia— 
including the people of North Vietnam—develop their rich region 
in conditions of peace. Though the United States is prepared to 
fight if necessary, it much prefers to reach a just settlement at the 
conference table. In search of such a settlement, U.S. negotiators 
are meeting with those of North Vietnam in Paris now. The 
American people are deeply hopeful of their success. 

The two Presidents stated that a complete cessation of hostilities 
must be part of a final peaceful settlement. U.S. negotiators are attempt- 
ing to discover in Paris important elements of mutual de-escalation. They 
then reviewed the arrangements necessary for a general cessation of 
hostilities in South and North Vietnam. They concluded that such a 
cessation would be possible whenever the Government of North Vietnam 
is prepared earnestly to examine the arrangements required. Effective 
controls and guarantees would be necessary. 


CoNCLUSION 


The two Presidents thus solemnly called on the authorities of North 
Vietnam to forsake the path of violence and to take the road toward 
peace now open to them through the Paris talks, which should lead to 
negotiations involving directly North Vietnam and South Vietnam. 
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Until these hopes are realized, the two Presidents confirmed their 
determination to halt aggression and to defend the Republic of Vietnam. 
Toward that end, the President of the Republic of Vietnam affirmed the 
unrelenting efforts of his Government and people, and President Johnson 
pledged the continued support and assistance of the United States to 
the people and Government of the Republic of Vietnam as long as such 


aid is needed and desired. 


NOTE: The joint statement was released at Honolulu, Hawaii. 





Honolulu Conference With President 
Thieu of South Vietnam 


Statement to the Press by President Johnson Following 
the Conference. July 20, 1968 


Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. 

I will be leaving shortly for home and before I left, I 
wanted to make a very brief statement and present the 
distinguished President who is visiting us, who has al- 
ready planned with you a press conference. 

I don’t want to either prolong it or, in courtesy of 
course, I do not want to interfere with it. 

I thought I would point up for the benefit of our press, 
one or two items of a very general interest. 

First of all, as all of you have been informed, the Presi- 
dent had been invited to come to the United States, and 
for reasons that prevail at this moment, found it more 
desirable for us to have a meeting here, and asked me to 
come here. 

We have spent 10 hours together, about twice the 
time that Presidents normally exchange views in state 
visits. 

This 10 hours was spent following a rather full report 
by Secretary Clifford and General Wheeler, strictly on 
the military situation as they observed it in some 4 or 
3 days in South Vietnam—the condition of our troops, 
their equipment, their facilities, their morale, the con- 
dition of the allied troops, especially the ARVN troops, 
the progress that has been made and so forth. 

I think you have been given a rundown on all of that, 
so I won’t delay it. 

The political aspects of our visit started with a private 
exchange between the President and me about the nego- 
tiations in Paris; the events that led to it, particularly 
my announcements, and somewhat on the ground rules 
we established in my speech of March 31, which are very 
much controlling, then and today. 

This is the first chance we have had to visit, President 
Thieu and myself, since that speech. We spent some time 
going over the events that led to it, what was said in the 
speech, and the subsequent events that followed, includ- 
ing the briefing Mr. Vance gave me in some detail when 
he spent the night at the White House a few days ago. 


That was followed by a briefing by Secretary Rusk 
and his evaluation of what was going on in Paris. 

Now, there is no information that I could give the 
President or Secretary Rusk could give him that he did 
not already have, so far as what had actually transpired 
in Paris, because we not only keep his people fully in- 
formed in Paris, but we keep Ambassador Bunker in- 
formed just as the Secretary of State is informed, or the 
President. Ambassador Bunker in turn makes available 
that information to President Thieu. 

We discussed the rapidly absorbing infiltrators from 
the North and how the North Vietnamese are attempting 
to fill up their units and reequip those units for what 
we would assume is another major series of attacks. 

We explored all the information we could find to try 
to ascertain if the enemy had engaged in any effort to 
match our deescalation, as announced in my March 31 
speech. We could not find any solid evidence that the 
enemy had taken such action or intended to take such 
action in response to my call. 

The President went into some detail in reviewing with 
me the Armed Forces of South Vietnam and the sub- 
stantial increase that had been effected to where it now 
has reached 765,000. I know you will be interested in 
that because of the great interest the press has had in the 
past about the contribution of the South Vietnamese. 

That is roughly about 50,000 more men than the 
original goal for that time. That is very noteworthy and 
we were very happy to have the President go into this 
with us. 

President Thieu predicted that the total will run over 
800,000 by the end of 1968, a few months down the 
road. 

We agreed that having carried out our accelerated 
schedules of reequipping the ARVN that we would have 
to concentrate on upgrading the equipment for the mili- 
tary forces down to the very hamlet level. 

The Secretary and General Wheeler are now working 
on plans to that end. 

President Thieu, with pride, told me of the great prog- 
ress of the new government, including not only the efforts 
in the field of mobilization, but increased taxes. 

He discussed the unified defense in Saigon, the rapid 
introduction of new rice seeds, and reviewed with me a 
good many other developments since we last met. 
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We have seen and heard a good many rumors and we 
know there are rumor mills. I would just like to make one 
reference to them. Most of the rumors—all that I have 
heard—were not in our discussions at all. 

The facts of the discussions that took place between the 
two principals are reflected in the communique which 
we worked on until almost midnight last night to give 
to you. 

The reason was that Mr. Christian hoped that you 
would have a chance to review it and ask any questions 
you would have about it in order to meet your deadlines 
for your Sunday papers. 

Summarized, I would say this: We are resolutely de- 
termined to continue to pursue every avenue that might 
lead to peace, and the two Presidents are in full agree- 
ment and are cooperating fully with our Foreign Minis- 
ters and our negotiators to that end. 

At the same time, we are equally determined to defend 
South Vietnam as their explorations go forward. 

Of course, we hope always for the best, but we will be 
prepared for the worst. 

I now take great pleasure in saying to you that we 
think it was a good, working, understanding conference. 
There were no great differences that appeared. There 
were no points of division. 

We both understand each other reasonably well. The 
conference was not very exciting in that there is nothing 
for you to report in the way of fighting among us or 
division among the allies. 

The big rumors about meeting here to discuss stopping 
the bombing or to pull out or to do these things are just 
pure absolute tommyrot and fiction. They are not the 
product of either President and they never appeared in 
any of our discussions at any time. 

Now, I repeat again, everything that transpired, as 
nearly as we can record, is in the communique. It is 
available to you. 

It is a great pleasure now to present President Thieu. 

If there are any questions that you have on your way 
back that involve the United States, I will be available 
to you or Mr. Christian will be glad to pursue them in 
depth with you. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 a.m., H.s.t., at Camp Smith, 


Honolulu, Hawaii. As printed above, this item follows the text of 
the White House press release. 


Honolulu Conference With President 
Thieu of South Vietnam 


President Thieu’s News Conference Following the 
Meeting With President Johnson. July 20, 1968 


PRESIDENT THIEv. Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. 
It is a great pleasure for me to meet with you on the 
occasion of this conference. 
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I had planned my meeting with you today for after 
lunch. After being informed of the dictatorial require- 
ment of the deadline, which many of you have to face 
for the Sunday papers, I decided to move it up to this 
earlier time of the day. 

In this second Honolulu Conference, President John- 
son and I reviewed the general situation in Vietnam 
including the common defense problems against Com- 
munist aggression in Vietnam and the exploration in 
Paris for a just and honorable peace. 

I assume that you have already received the text of 
the joint communique of the conference which was is- 
sued earlier in the morning for the same consideration 
of your needs. 

On the basic subject of the discussion at the conference, 
as well as the common goals and purposes of the two 
Governments, I think that the joint communique speaks 
for itself. 

You also have the text of my statement at the joint 
session of the two delegations yesterday which was released 
to you immediately after it had been made. In that docu- 
ment, you may have noticed that a variety of areas were 
covered on the situation in Vietnam. 

For further clarification on these and other relative 
subjects, I shall be glad to answer your questions. Before 
coming to the questions, I would like to extend through 
you our heartfelt gratitude for the generous help and the 
valiant support that the Republic of Vietnam has received 
from the United States in this crucial struggle for the 
preservation of freedom in Vietnam, and to express. my 
deep appreciation for the warm hospitality that the offi- 
cials and the people of Hawaii have extended to me and 
to the Vietnamese delegation. 

Now, we can go to the questions. 

Q. Mr. President, in the communique and elsewhere 
there is mention of the 800,000 total by the end of 1968— 
more than that—and there is also mention of an additional 
200,000 men who will be available for the auxiliary and 
military forces. 

Do you envision that with this total it will be possible 
now for the withdrawal of any U.S. forces by the end of 
this year or soon thereafter? Was that discussed here? 

PresweNT Tuieu. There was no discussion of the 
withdrawal of the U.S. forces from South Vietnam in the 
sense that the U.S. troops leave Vietnam. But, as I 
mentioned before when I was in Saigon, the Vietnamese 
Government and the Vietnamese Armed Forces are 
trying to take over more responsibility on the defense of 
Vietnam. 

So, with the increase of the Vietnamese Armed Forces 
to over 800,000 men and with the building of the people’s 
self-defense corps—more than 200,000 men, we judge 
that we will be able to have more army divisions to con- 
duct a more mobile operation so that if needed the U.S. 
troops—and we could have a plan to phase out progres- 
sively one by one from 1969 in the sense that the Viet- 
namese Armed Forces take more responsibility from 
American forces. 
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So, I make clear that it is not the withdrawal of U.S. 
forces from South Vietnam in the sense that the U.S. 
leave South Vietnam, but it is in the sense that the 
Vietnamese Armed Forces are ready from 1969 to take 
progressively more and more responsibility. 


Q. Mr. President, did you discuss with President 
Johnson the conditions under which the American bomb- 
ing of North Vietnam might stop and could you tell us 
how you feel about an end to that bombing? 

PRESIDENT TuHiEv. We had no discussion of a total 
bombing cessation. 


Q. Mr. President, did you discuss the future role of 
the NLF as a political party in elections in South Vietnam 
and if you did, could you tell us what the decision was 
or how you voiced your belief to the President? 

PRESENT Tuiev. In our joint communique, we state 
very clearly that according to our policy of national recon- 
ciliation and general amnesty, we welcome all of those 
individuals or members of groups who would like to come 
back to us to abide by the Constitution of Vietnam, so 
that they have the full rights and the full responsibilities 
of a Vietnamese citizen, provided they abandon and lay 
down their weapons and abandon the Communist attacks. 

There is no question that the NLF becomes a political 
party as a whole. 


Q. Mr. President, could you give your own view as to 
the type of action by North Vietnam that would justify 
a complete stopping of the bombing in the North? 

PresIDENT TurEv. We have not put any condition on 
that but we have laid down such things that we may dis- 
cuss with the North Vietnamese delegation in Paris when 
they are ready to discuss with us. 


Q. One consequence of the American election in No- 
vember could be a new policy toward Vietnam and to- 
ward the war. Are you apprehensive about the election 
hecause it might mean a new policy, perhaps one that 
would be more willing to compromise with North 
Vietnam? 

PRESENT Tuiev. I take it that I should go back to 
the principle of the involvement of the United States 
in Vietnam. The involvement of the United States in 
Vietnam is not only an involvement of the government 
of any President. 

I would say that the involvement of the United States 
in Vietnam is an involvement to the free world. The 
principle is to help a small country, to safeguard its inde- 
pendence, its freedom, help it face the Communist aggres- 
sion and prevent the Communist expansion in Southeast 
Asia, and maybe throughout the world. 

So, I have no apprehension, I have no doubt on the 
commitment of the United States people to the people of 
the Government of Vietnam. 

Q. Mr. President, would you tell us how you view a 
cease-fire? What would it take to bring about a cease-fire? 

PRESIDENT TuieEv. The cease-fire could be considered 
as a part of the whole cessation of hostilities and the 
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whole peace settlement in Vietnam, But it is a very com- 
plicated problem. We should discuss it in many details. 

The principle is: We cannot permit the enemy to take 
advantage of any cease-fire without effective control and 
guarantees. We do not want to fall into the enemy’s 
traps where we would have to suffer more casualties or 
where we might suffer more casualties from the time of 
the cease-fire than in the wartime. 

Q. There has been talk of another buildup being in 
progress. How would you predict it, if the predicted 
offensive does not take place, but the current lull in 
the fighting continues into the fall? What would that 
mean to the Paris talks? 

PRESIDENT TuiEv. I think, with the many indications 
we have obtained from the field, we are quite sure that 
the Communists will launch another attack, because they 
would like to obtain some advantage from the terrain to 
bring that to the negotiation table to have a stronger 
bargaining position. 

If the Communists do not launch an attack, I believe 
that they judge they are not able to launch an attack 
with success, because they had no success with the two 
former attacks, with the Tet offensive and the offensive 
in May, in which they suffered heavy casualties, and 
which caused a very bad effect in the opinion of the 
Vietnamese people. 

We do not consider that the fact that the Communists 
will not launch another attack in months or weeks ahead 
as deescalation. I think when the Communists would like 
to deescalate the war, they would announce that officially 
and they would let us know about it. 

Q. Mr. President, you said earlier, and it is mentioned 
also in the communique, that if any individual or members 
of a group from the other side are willing to abide by the 
Constitution of Vietnam, they can participate in the na- 
tional life of South Vietnam. 

Since the constitution prohibits communism, does that 
mean you will continue to resist any idea of votes or 
candidacy by any members of the Front or anyone who is 
a Communist in Vietnam? 

PRESIDENT TutEv. We stated very clearly that anyone 
who came from the other side and agreed to abandon 
Communist ideology, to abandon atrocities, to lay down 
their weapons and abide by the Vietnamese Constitution, 
would have full rights, so they can vote, they can be 
elected like anyone else according to the Constitution of 
Vietnam. 


Q. Vice President Ky said yesterday the only way to 
win over the Communists is by military strength. He sug- 
gested there was no way to negotiate with the Commu- 
nists. Do you agree? 

Preswent Tuiev. [| will tell you we would do both 
things. First, we would let ourselves not be defeated by 
the aggressors hy military force. I think a political settle- 
ment could have good results when first we have the 
capability to stop aggression and to prevent the enemy 
from taking over by military force. 
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I think that on the one hand we have to show that we 
are strong enough to prevent them from taking over by 
military force, but on the other hand, as I have said many 
times, we are looking for peace. 

We do not like to wage war for the sake of war. We 
have had to accept the war. So in any circumstances, on 
any occasion, if Hanoi would like to discuss with us, to 
have negotiations which can lead to peace, we are ready 
any time and anywhere. 

Q. Mr. President, you said that there should be effec- 
tive international guarantees in order to avoid what Pres- 
ident Johnson had called a fake solution. 

Could you explain what kinds of guarantees you have 
in mind and by whom these guarantees might be given? 

PRESIDENT TuteEv. I cannot go into the details this 
morning. But I can tell you some main principles. The 
guarantee could, first, be how to prevent the Communists 
from renewing aggression as they have done in 1958 from 
North Vietnam to South Vietnam and how to prevent 
them from conducting a subversive war in South Vietnam 
like they have done after the Geneva agreement. 

Secondly, we have to be guaranteed about our inde- 
pendence, our sovereignty of territory, and our freedom 
to choose our form of government and our way of life. 

Maybe, finally, we could have the help from any other 
country when we need it, if we are attacked again by the 
Communist aggressor. 

Q. Mr. President, a related question: At what point 
should the enemy be required to agree to these inter- 
national guarantees? In other words, for example, should 
the United States bombing of North Vietnam continue 
until there is an enemy agreement to international guar- 
antees and assurances? 

PRESIDENT TuH1Ev. It depends on the other side to have 
a peaceful settlement of the war. I think when they have 
the good will to end the war and sit down with us to 
discuss very honestly how to have a peaceful settlement, 
I think we can find the basis of the guarantee. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think the North Vietnamese 
negotiators in Paris are seriously interested in a peaceful 
settlement? 

PRESIDENT TuiEv. Up to now we have no indication 
at all that Hanoi would like to talk seriously in Paris, As 
you know, 3 months have gone and we have no progress. 
We have not gone into any really substantial talks. 

Q. Mr. President, what is, to you, the single most 
important thing that has happened in this conference 
with President Johnson? 

PRESIDENT TH1Ev. The most important thing? I think 
that you can find it in the joint communique about the 
subjects we have discussed. But the most important 
thing—that the United States and Vietnam continue to 
work together closely with other allies to defend the inde- 
pendence and freedom of Vietnam against the Commu- 
nist aggression. 

We shall never permit the aggression to succeed in 
South Vietnam. 
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Q. Mr. President, in the past, American officials have 
indicated that the Communists do not need to announce 
deescalation, that we would accept de facto deescalation. 

You have said today that the other side should 
announce deescalation. Have you convinced the Ameri- 
can officials of your view or is there a difference on this 
point? 

PRESIDENT Tuiev. I think that when President 
Johnson and I reviewed the situation in Saigon and 
someone asked whether the fact that the Communists 
have not fired rockets into Saigon or reduced the harass- 
ment by mortar shelling in some other provinces and chief 
towns, whether or not we consider that that is deescala- 
tion—we agreed that that is not deescalation. 

Also, I would like to say that after the 31st of March, 
we made the first step of deescalation by stopping the 
bombing of North Vietnam on 90 percent of the populated 
areas and 70 percent of the whole territory. 

After that, there is no response from Hanoi. 

On the contrary, they have escalated the war in South 
Vietnam. They have conducted a new offensive against 
the capital city. They increase infiltration from the North 
to the South. 

I don’t think that it is a sign of good will or deescalation 
by North Vietnam which should be judged on the basis 
of the situation starting from the 31st. 

Q. Mr. President, could I try to clarify a sentence in 
the communique? It says that “the two Presidents stated 
that a complete cessation of hostilities must be part of a 
final peaceful settlement.” 

Does that mean that a cease-fire could not occur before 
a political settlement has been achieved? 

PRESIDENT Tu1eEv. Before or after, we considered it to 
be a part of the settlement. But in the joint communique 
we have stated clearly that we have reviewed the 
arrangements necessary for a general cessation of hostilities 
in South and North Vietnam. 

And we concluded that such a cessation would be 
possible whenever the Government of North Vietnam is 
prepared earnestly to examine the mutual arrangements 
required. 

Also, it said that “effective controls and guarantees 
would be necessary.” 

It is the principle we laid down. Now, to discuss in 
detail, we would discuss it if the North Vietnamese would 
like to discuss it with us. We have to discuss with them 
on those principles. 

Q. Mr. President, does that mean there could be an 
agreement on a cease-fire before a definitive peace 
settlement? 

PRESIDENT TuieEv. I cannot tell you whether it could 
be done before or after. It depends. If the North Viet- 
namese accepted to discuss with us about that, we would 
see how we could do it. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: President Thieu met with reporters at approximately 9 a.m., 
H.s.t., at Camp Smith, Honolulu, Hawaii. 
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President’s Committee on Mental 
Retardation 


Announcement of Appointment of Three New Members 
and Reappointment of Four Members. July 22, 1968 


President Lyndon B. Johnson today announced the 
appointment of three new members to the President’s 
Committee on Mental Retardation. He also announced 
the reappointment of four present members of the Com- 
mittee. All terms of service are for 3 years. 

The new appointees are: 


Victor Bussie of Baton Rouge, La.; president of the Louisiana 
American Federation of Labor-Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tions since 1956; former member of the Southwestern Regional 
Manpower Advisory Committee, U.S. Department of Labor; 
former member of the Governor’s Advisory Committee to 
Louisiana’s Tax Commission ; former member of the Governor’s 
Educational Committee. 


Victor R. Fucus of Roslyn, N.Y.; associate director of research, 
the National Bureau of Economic Research, New York City: 
program consultant to the Ford Foundation; former assistant 
professor, Columbia University ; former associate professor, New 
York University. 


KENNETH J. Ryan of Cleveland Heights, Ohio; professor and di- 
rector of the department of obstetrics and gynecology, Western 
Reserve University School of Medicine, Cleveland; former in- 
structor in obstetrics and gynecology, Harvard Medical School: 
former resident in medicine, Massachusetts General Hospital 
and Columbia Presbyterian Hospital. 


The four persons reappointed are: 
Horace Bussy of Maryland; attorney and management consultant, 
Sandy Spring. 
Gerorce Tarjan of California; professor of psychiatry at the Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley. 
Tuomas Tucker of Michigan, former president of the National 
Association for Retarded Children, Detroit. 


RaymMonp W. VowELt of Texas, vice chancellor for Federal and 
State agency affairs, the University of Texas, Austin. 


The President's Committee on Mental Retardation 
was established by Executive order in May 1966, to ad- 
vise and assist the President in the field of mental retarda- 
tion, In its first report to the President, made in August 
1967, the Committee noted national needs and progress 
in mental retardation and defined certain areas requiring 
particular national attention. The Committee’s second 
report, now in preparation, will shortly be forwarded to 
the President. 

The Committee consists of the Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, who is Chairman; the Secretary 
of Labor; the Director of the Office of Economic Oppor- 
tunity; and not more than 21 other members appointed 
from public and professional life. 

The remaining membership of the 
includes : 


Committee 


Rosert A. Atpricu of Washington; professor of pediatrics, the 
University of Washington, Seattle. 

G. Barry BrncHam of Kentucky; president of the Courier-Journal 
and Louisville Times Co., Louisville. 

Leo F. Carn of California; president of California State College 
at Dominguez Hills, Gardena. 
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Robert E. Cooke of Maryland; professor of pediatrics, the Johns 
Hopkins University, Baltimore. 

Patrick J. DoyLe of Virginia; professor of community medicine 
and international health, Georgetown University, Washington, 
D.C. 

Murtet B. Humpnrey of Minnesota. 

Bess H. Jones of Texas; director of public information, the Texas 
Tuberculosis Association, Austin. 

GeorcE Jones of Colorado; administrative assistant in the division 
of mental retardation, Department of Institutions, Denver. 
MArTHILpE Krim of New York; research associate, the Sloan-Ketter- 

ing Institute, New York City. 

Rosert B. Kucet of Nebraska; professor of pediatrics, the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, Omaha. 

Leonarp W. Mayo of Maine; professor of human development, 
Colby College, Waterville. 

Lioyp E. Raper, Sr. of Oklahoma; director, the Oklahoma Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare, Oklahoma City. 

JeaAnNeETTE RocKeEFELLerR of Arkansas; Little Rock. 

BERNARD RosENBERG of New York: president of Cameo Curtains, 
Inc., New Rochelle. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Federal Coal Mine Safety 
Board of Review 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Lewis E. Evans as a Member of the Board. 
July 22, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Lewis E. Evans of Beccaria, Pa., as a member 
of the Federal Coal Mine Safety Board of Review suc- 
ceeding Charles R. Ferguson, of New Kensington, Pa., 
resigned. The Board was established in 1952 and ex- 
panded by Public Law 89-376 in 1966. The Board is 
composed of five members representing the viewpoints 
of large and small coal mine operators as well as large 
and small coal mine employees. The Chairman is a gradu- 


‘ate engineer with experience in the coal mining industry 


as a mining engineer. Members serve 5-year terms and 
are paid at the rate of $50 per day while on Board busi- 
ness. The purpose of the Board is to promote mine safety. 
Mr. Evans is Safety Director of the United Mine 
Workers of America and was born in Beccaria, Clearfield 
County, Pa., May 18, 1906. He attended elementary and 
high school in Pennsylvania. He has held various positions 
in the mining industry and served from 1955-1960 as 
deputy secretary of the Department of Mines and Mineral 
Industries, State Government of Pennsylvania. He was 
named secretary in 1960 by Governor Lawrence. Mr. 
Evans is married. 
The other members of the Federal Coal Mine Safety 
Board of Review include: 
GeorceE C. Trevorrow of Bethesda, Md. 
Dennis L. McEtroy of Pittsburgh, Pa. 


H.R. Pautey of Iaeger, W. Va. 
Euzie H. Wooten of Palmer, Tenn. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 
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Office of Economic Opportunity 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Padraic M. Kennedy To Be Assistant 
Director. July 22,1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Padraic M. Kennedy, a resident of the District 
of Columbia, to be Assistant Director of the Office of 
Economic Opportunity. If confirmed by the Senate, Mr. 
Kennedy would succeed William Crook, who has be- 
come Ambassador to Australia, He would be in charge 
of the Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA). 

Mr. Kennedy, 34, was born on December 1, 1933 in 
New York City. He is a graduate of Columbia Uni- 
versity from which he received the B.A. degree in 1958. 
He also received the M.A. from the University of Wis- 
consin in 1960. , 

Mr. Kennedy served in the United States Army from 
1954 to 1956. Following this service, he was a Refugee 
Reception Officer for Church World Service, sponsored 
by the National Council of Churches, in New York. Mr. 
Kennedy joined the staff of the Peace Corps in 1961 and 
held progressively responsible positions dealing with the 
reception and training of volunteers and with their sup- 
port in the field. During the summer of 1964 he worked 
for the Democratic National Committee on the presi- 
dential campaign. 


Mr. Kennedy joined the VISTA program in the fall 
of 1964. He first served as Associate Director and in 1966 
was elevated by the Director of OEO to his present po- 
sition as Deputy Director of VISTA. Mr. Kennedy is 
married to the former Ellen Conroy. They have one young 
son and reside at 1626 29th St., NW., Washington, D.C. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Department of State 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Miss Barbara M. Watson as Administrator of the 
Bureau of Security and Consular Affairs. 


July 22, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Miss Barbara M. Watson of New York City 
as Administrator of the Bureau of Security and Consular 
Affairs in the Department of State. Miss Watson has been 
the Bureau’s Acting Administrator since April 1967. 

Miss Watson joined the Department of State in July 
1966 as Special Assistant to the Deputy Under Secretary 
for Administration. She became Deputy Administrator 
of the Bureau of Security and Consular Affairs in 
October 1966. 
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She was born November 5, 1918 in New York City, 
the daughter of the late Judge James S. Watson and Mrs. 
Violet L. Watson. Judge Watson, the first Negro to be 
elected judge in New York, served as Justice of the 
Municipal Court for 20 years. 


Miss Watson attended Barnard College where she ob- 
tained a B.A. in 1943 and New York Law School where 
she obtained an LL.B. in 1962 graduating third highest 
in her class. She also received a prize as the “most out- 
standing law student in the City of New York” based on 
selection by a committee of eminent jurists. 


From 1962 to July 1966 Miss Watson served succes- 
sively as attorney on the New York City Board of Statu- 
tory Consolidation, assistant attorney in the law depart- 
ment of New York City and as executive director of the 
New York City Commission to the United Nations. 

The commission is the official liaison between the New 
York City government and United Nations personnel, in- 
cluding foreign missions, the U.S. Mission to the United 
Nations, and the Secretariat and special agencies. 


As Administrator of the Bureau of Security and Con- 
sular Affairs Miss Watson will be responsible for the co- 
ordination of visa and passport services, special consular 
services and refugee and migration affairs, Since 1963 the 
Bureau’s Administrator has also been designated the De- 
partment’s principal representative to the International 
Travel Policy Committee. 


Miss Watson is fluent in French and Spanish. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Federal National Mortgage Association 


The President’s Letter to Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development Robert C. Weaver Making 
Additional Amounts Available for Mortgage 
Commitments. July 22, 1968 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 


In response to your letter of June 24, 1968, I am 
making additional amounts of the Federal National 
Mortgage Association special assistance authorization 
available for commitments, as follows: 


(a) For mortgages on housing for low and moderate 
income families which are insured under Section 221 (d) 
(3) of the National Housing Act and bear interest below 
the maximum rate under FHA regulations, $350,000,000. 
This increases the amount of $2,170,000,000 made avail- 
able on August 29, 1967, to $2,520,000,000. Not more 
than $40,000,000 of the total amount may be made 
available for FNMA’s commitments to purchase mort- 
gages insured under Section 221(h) of the National 
Housing Act. This latter amount includes an increase of 
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$20,000,000 over the amount made available on 
March 4, 1967. 

(b) For mortgages on residential properties on Guam, 
$13,500,000. This increases the amount made available 
on April 10, 1968, to $25,000,000. 

The foregoing amounts are the aggregate amounts of 
purchases and commitments which may be outstanding 
at any one time, and are based upon my determination, 
pursuant to Section 305 of the Federal National Mort- 
gage Association Charter Act, that such action is in the 
public interest. 

Sincerely, 
Lynpon B. JOHNSON 


NOTE: The text of the letter was released at Austin, Texas. 


Cost Reduction in the 
Federal Government 


The President’s Message to the Federal Executive 
Boards. July 23, 1968 


Three years ago, at my direction, a Government-wide 
program to reduce costs and improve management was 
initiated. The results of that program show some progress 
but there are special reasons why we now need to do much 
more. 

The resources available to the Federal Government are 
never unlimited. There simply is not enough to do all the 
things that should be done. Cost reduction is a positive 
force that enables us to accomplish more of our programs 
within the resources that are available. 

On June 28 I signed Public Law 90-364, which re- 
quires significant program readjustments. The Federal 
Government must reduce spending and lending by at least 
$6 billion below my original estimates for fiscal year 1969. 
It will also be necessary to restrict hiring until total civilian 
employment in the Executive Branch is reduced to its 
June 1966 level. 

I have asked the heads of the departments and agencies 
to make every dollar go further; to make sure every 
Federal employee is being used in the most effective way 
possible. The vast majority of the employees of the Federal 
Government are not in Washington. For the most part, 
our programs are carried out, and our costs are incurred 
by employees who are out in the countryside and cities. 
These field operations provide a great opportunity for 
cost reduction. 

You who are members of the Federal Executive Boards 
are close to the men and women in these programs and you 
are in a good position to spearhead positive actions to 
’ improve effectiveness and efficiency. 

I am pleased with what you have done, working to- 
gether, to reduce costs. Such things as sharing data 
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processing resources and conference rooms, libraries, re- 
production facilities, and motor vehicles all have been 
instrumental in helping us get more program results out 
of our resources. Recently you have been improving your 
ability to act in concert to carry out joint public programs. 
Greater coordination among agencies in the field is essen- 
tial to efficient program execution. 

More than ever before, the continued strength of this 
country depends upon our ability to provide for national 
security, to meet our international obligations, and to 
pursue important endeavors here at home within budget 
limitations that will enable us to maintain a sound and 
healthy economy. To do this your country is depending 
on you to reduce expenditures by finding better and less 
costly ways to accomplish what we have to do. 

We will continue to follow with great interest your 
achievements as reported by your Cost Reduction 
Committees. 


NOTE: The message was released at Austin, Texas. 


Price and Wage Stability 


Statement by the President on the Need for Restraint 
in Business and Labor Decisions. July 23, 1968 


My Cabinet Committee on Price Stability has called for 
restraint in price and wage decisions by business and labor 
during an especially critical time in our battle against 
inflation. 

I want personally to underline their concern. The Na- 
tion must recognize, while the tax and expenditure bill 
sets the stage for a return toward price stability, it cannot 
do the entire job by itself. Whether or not we reestablish 
noninflationary prosperity quickly and in an orderly way 
depends on the decisions which the leaders of American 
labor and business will make in the coming months. All 
Americans are paying for the inflation-insurance that the 
tax bill provides. All Americans have a stake in the pros- 
perity that we must protect. 

My advisers tell me that crucial decisions lie ahead on 
both wages and prices. On the collective bargaining side, 
over 250 large contracts expire in the 5 months from 
August through December. There are key contracts to be 
settled in steel, aerospace, longshoring, coal mining, air- 
lines, and railroads. Only a few price actions—like those 
on new auto models—are made on a comparable fixed 
schedule, but hundreds of important price decisions are 
made every week. 

Whenever business and labor have wage and price de- 
cisions to consider in the months ahead, I hope they will 
bear in mind the wise words of the Cabinet Committee on 
Price Stability. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Austin, Texas. 
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Interstate Commerce Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Wallace R. Burke and Kenneth H. Tuggle. 
July 23, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
make two nominations to the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission. Wallace R. Burke, Democrat of Connecticut, will 
be named to the position vacated by William H. Tucker 
of Massachusetts, whose term expired in December 1967, 
and who did not desire reappointment; and Kenneth H. 
Tuggle, Republican of Kentucky, will be nominated for 
reappointment. 


If confirmed by the Senate, Mr. Burke will serve for a 
term of 7 years ending December 31, 1974. Mr. Tuggle 
will serve a 7-year term ending December 31, 1975. Mr. 
Tuggle’s present term expires December 31, 1968. ICC 
Commissioners receive a salary of $28,750. 


Mr. Burke, 55, is a member of the Public Utilities Com- 
mission of the State of Connecticut and is also engaged 
in the private practice of law in Hartford. He was born 
September 28, 1912, in Pawtucket, R.I. He was educated 
at the Georgetown University, receiving the LL.B. degree 
in 1938 and the LL.M. in 1939. Following his admission 
to the Connecticut Bar in 1939, Burke entered the private 
practice of law in Hartford which he has continued until 
this time, except for military service during World War II. 
From 1948 to 1950, Mr. Burke served as Judge of the 
Town Court of his hometown, Farmington, Conn. He 
also served as an Assistant United States Attorney in 
Hartford from October 1950 until December 1952. 


Mr. Burke entered the U.S. Army as a private in 1942 
and received a commission as a military police officer in 
1943. He was released from active duty with the rank of 
captain in 1946. 

In October 1961, Mr. Burke was appointed Commis- 
sioner of the Public Utilities Commission of the State of 
Connecticut. In connection with his utilities regulatory 
work, Mr. Burke served as one of three Cooperating Com- 
missioners who advised the Federal Communications 
Commission on matters relating to its long distance tele- 
phone rate investigation in 1966 and 1967. He has served 
as President of the New England Conference of Railroad 
and Public Utilities Commissioners and has been active 
in the National Association of Railroad and Public Utilities 
Commissioners. 

Mr. Burke is a member of the American Arbitration 
Association, The American Judicature Society, and the 
American, Corfgecticut, and Federal Bar Associations. 
He is a director of the Farmington Manufacturing Co., 
Inc., and of the Farmington Investment Corp. He has 
been active in the Democratic Party in Farmington and 
in civic affairs, including service in the Legal Aid Society, 
the Farmington Red Cross, and the Farmington River 
Valley Flood Control Commission. 
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Mr. Burke is married to the former Virginia Curtin. 
They reside at 200 South Road in Farmington. The Burkes 
have three children. 

Commissioner Tuggle was first appointed to the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission in 1953 by President Eisen- 
hower and served as Chairman in 1959. 


Born June 12, 1904 in Barbourville, Ky., he received 
his A.B. degree from the University of Kentucky and 
attended the University of Kentucky Law School. After 
being admitted to the Kentucky State Bar in 1926, Com- 
missioner Tuggle entered the private practice of law in 
Barbourville, Ky. From 1943-47 he served as Lieutenant 
Governor of Kentucky. He has served as Chairman of the 
Kentucky Legislative Council and President of the State 
Senate. 


He has been a member of the Kentucky Committee on 
Interstate Cooperation and the Board of Managers of the 
Council of State Governments and served as a trustee of 
Union College and the American Museum of Safety. In 
1957 he served as chairman of the delegation representing 
the U.S. Government at the sixth session of the Inland 
Transport Committee of the ILO in Hamburg, Germany. 
He is also a member of various other associations and 
societies. 

Commissioner Tuggle is married and has two children. 
He resides in Arlington, Va. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Advisory Commission on International 
Educational and Cultural Affairs 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Three New 
Members. July 23, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate three members to the Advisory Commission on 
International Educational and Cultural Affairs. The new 
members named by the President include: 

Tuomas E. Rosinson, former president, Glassboro State Teachers 
College 

ARNOLD M. Picker, chairman, Executive Committee, United 
Artists Corp., New York : 

WAYLAND P. Moopy, president, San Antonio College, Texas 

The U.S. Advisory Commission on International Edu- 
cational and Cultural Affairs is composed of nine members 
who serve 3-year terms. The members of the Commission 
include: 


Chairman 

JoseruH R. Smicey of Boulder, Colo. 
Members: 

Homer D. Bassince of Storrs, Conn. 

WattTerR Apams of East Lansing, Mich. 
PauLinE Tompkins of North Edgecomb, Maine 
Dr. ABRAM SAcCHAR of Newtonville, Mass. 
Rosert A. Scatapino of Berkeley, Calif. 
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Mr. Picker was originally appointed to the Commission 
on October 20, 1965. Mr. Robinson will replace Rufus C. 
Harris of Macon, Georgia, and Mr. Moody will replace 
Luther H. Foster of Tuskegee, Alabama. 

Members of the Commission receive $50 per day while 
on Commission business and they are directed by P.L. 
87-256 to formulate and recommend to the President 
policies for exercising his authority under the Mutual Edu- 
cational and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Under Secretary of Commerce 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 


Joseph W. Bartlett. July 23, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Joseph W. Bartlett of Massachusetts as Under 
Secretary of Commerce. Mr. Bartlett would succeed 
Howard Samuels, whom the President has nominated to 
be Administrator of the Small Business Administration. 

Born June 14, 1933, in Boston, Mass., Mr. Bartlett 
received his A.B. from Harvard University in 1955. He 
served in the Army from 1956 to 1957. 

Mr. Bartlett received his LL.B. in 1960 from Stanford 
University, where he was first in his class for 3 years, presi- 
dent of the Law Review, and was voted “Most Outstand- 
ing Senior.” 

He spent the following year as a law clerk to the Hon- 
orable Earl Warren, Chief Justice of the United States. 
He was engaged in the private practice of law in Boston 
with the firm of Ely, Bartlett, Brown and Proctor and 


served as director of several corporations from 1961 
to 1967. 
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From late 1964 until early 1965, Mr. Bartlett served as 
Counsel to the Commissioner of Administration of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, under Governor Endi- 
cott Peabody. 

In August 1967, President Johnson appointed Mr. 
Bartlett General Counsel of the Department of Commerce. 
Prior to assuming this position, he taught a seminar in 
advanced corporate problems at Boston University Law 
School. 

Mr. Bartlett is married to the former May Appleton 
Parish Bartlett. They and their three children reside in 
Washington, D.C. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Death of Mrs. Margaret Price 


Statement by the President. July 23, 1968 

It is with deep regret that Mrs. Johnson and I learn of 
the death of Margaret Price, who gave so unstintingly 
of herself to her family, her friends, her country, and 
her party. 

We shall all miss her and I know, especially, those 
women of the Democratic Party, who looked to her for 
inspiration and leadership. Having first served as a precinct 
delegate, she quickly rose in the ranks to county chairman, 
congressional district chairman, and national committee- 
woman. In 1960 she was elected Vice Chairman of the 
Democratic National Committee. 


She made a lasting contribution to the high standards 
of giving her best to the democratic process of this country. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Austin, Texas. 





NATIONAL GOVERNORS CONFERENCE 


The President’s Remarks to the Governors Meeting at Cincinnati. 


July 23, 1968 


Governor and Mrs. Rhodes, Governor and Mrs. Volpe, distinguished 
Governors and First Ladies, ladies and gentlemen: 


There are three reasons that I hoped that I could come here and 


be with all of you tonight. 


The first was to thank you personally for this kind resolution which 
you passed yesterday and for this beautiful plaque. 

You know, so many resolutions are just simply empty rhetoric, but 
this one deeply impressed me with its poetry and its accuracy and its 


very great wisdom. 


Another reason I wanted to come here and be with you is that this 
is a political year. Many of you are involved in campaigns for reelection. 
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You have my sympathy. For, somehow, I know just how trying 
that can be. 

Finally, I guess I must be frank and just say to you that I realize 
that it would be somewhat safer for me to deliver a message to you 
personally than to send it by wire. 

The honor that you have done me tonight is one I treasure. 

Your understanding and your active support have been vital ele- 
ments in the passage of so much landmark legislation during the past 
5 years. And as we meet here tonight, for perhaps our final session 
together, we know that a nation has been changed—and that nation 
has been changed for the better—because of the hard work and the 
vision that so many of us have shared. 

We have brightened the classrooms and the prospects of 12 million 
poor boys and girls through the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act, which is operated jointly by the Federal Government through the 
States. 

College gates have opened for 11/2 million young men and women 
because of the grants and loans and work study programs under the 
Higher Education Act. 

Seven and a half million of the Nation’s grandparents have received 
the hospital treatment they need under Medicare. 

Thirty-one million children have already been vaccinated against 
killing and crippling diseases. 

And 5'% million Americans have been lifted out of poverty. 

The shameful barriers that have kept our 20 million Negro citizens 
from full participation in the American promise have at long last begun 
to fall. 

Nearly 800,000 acres of warm beaches and scenic forestlands have 
been added for the pleasure of our children and the American people— 
and they have been put within their easy reach. 


But these accomplishments do not mean that our work—even for 
this year—is over. 


Pending before the Congress now are more than 50 major bills 
which I believe are essential to the well-being of all of the American 
people. 

On this list of unfinished work are proposals: 


—To protect our teenagers against the perils of dangerous drugs. 

—To protect our people from guns in criminal hands. 

—To protect our city dwellers and our farmers alike against the 
hazards of unemployment and low prices. 

—To protect our workers against hazards to life and limb and health 
on the job. 

—To preserve our forests and our scenic trails and our rivers. 

—To begin immediately the vital task of putting a decent roof over 
every family’s head. 

—To help stop the spread of nuclear weapons throughout the world 
by ratifying the nonproliferation treaty which has been negotiated. 


I seek your help tonight in moving these measures through the 
Congress so that they can become the law of the land. 


On this silver plaque you have etched your faith in the new concept 
of federalism which we have forged—the active partnership in which 
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the Federal and State Governments work together to meet the needs 
of all of the American people. 

No effort that I have made during my years as President has com- 
manded a higher priority than the alliance which unites us in common 
endeavor. I am deeply mindful of the high importance of your office. 
I am deeply aware that State government is the very cradle of our 
democracy. I had my first glimpse of public service at my father’s side 
in the statehouse at Austin. 

I have worked closely with Governors and State legislators all of 
my adult life. One of my first acts in the first week of my Presidency 
was to meet with all the Governors so we could chart together a road 
to progress from an hour of national tragedy. Since then, I have conferred 
with you— individually and together, in regional groups—more than 700 
times. 

I hope that my successor, whoever he is and whatever party he 
represents, will continue this very close relationship. I am convinced 
that no future President can effectively administer the network of grant- 
in-aid programs without the cooperation of the Governors of the States 
of this Union. 

One question that we are going to have to look to and look to very 
soon—is how we can simplify the relationship and liaison not only between 
the White House and the statehouse but between the Federal and State 
bureaucracies. 

Tonight, we are all aware that some voices are calling for drastic 
modification in our alliance—a smaller role for the Federal Government 
and a larger role for the States. This is an important issue—an issue on 
which much of our future will turn. And I think it is appropriate that 
we discuss it here tonight. 

In less than a decade, we will begin our third century as a Nation. 

Our second century, which began with the industrial revolution, was 
marked by an expanding Federal role in the affairs of our citizens. 

At no time in that century was the Federal Government ever eager 
to take on increased responsibilities. In some cases, in fact, the Federal 
Government delayed assuming responsibility until it was almost too late. 
Our cities decayed almost to the point of obsolescence. Our Negro citizens 
waited for tomorrow’s justice—and tomorrow seemed to never come. 

Responsibility was passed to the Federal Government by default— 
after, and only after, it became clear that the States would not or could 
not solve the problems that pressed in on all their sides. 

Tonight, there might not be 


—any Federal Hill-Burton law for hospital construction 
—any Federal Medicare 

—any Federal minimum wage standards 

—any Federal civil rights acts 


—any Federal aid to elementary or secondary or vocational or higher 
education. 


That is, if the States, in the course of that second century of our 
development, had responded to the emerging needs of the people. But 
even the States—and in most instances led by their Governors—urged 
Congress to pass these landmark measures because the local entities of 


government had not been able to meet the needs that the people them- 
selves felt had to be met. 
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So the questions that confront us tonight are these: What direction 
will America take in its third century? What will the role of our Govern- 
ment be? 

The answer, I believe, is that the Government will be just as active, 
and just as powerful, as the States and the people in the States compel 
it to be. 

By 1976 our population will reach 222 million people. That is an 
| increase of 11 percent. Twenty-six million new housing units will have 
to be built. Six million acres of land will be given over to the development 
of new suburbs and highways and industrial complexes. And unless 
forceful action is taken, the opportunity of city children to enjoy open 
spaces is going to be lost forever. 

By 1976, our annual birth rate will be 5.3 million per year. Each 
of these children, born into this land of medical miracles, should have 
the right to start life with as sound a body and mind as science can 
give him. 

By 1976, our classrooms will have to accommodate more than 62 
million students—that is 4 million more students than are in school today. 
This will be necessary if we are ever to realize our dream of every Amer- 
ican child getting all the education that he can take—regardless of his 
family condition, or the accident of his place of birth. 

As our industries grow and our economy expands, a constant fight 
will have to be waged to provide our American citizens with air that 
is fit to breathe, and water that is safe to drink. 

In the next decade we must increase our farm production by 25 
to 30 percent to meet the needs of our growing Nation and to mect the 
needs of America’s export markets. 

Well, who is going to solve all of these problems? And where are 
they going to be debated and where will they be resolved? 

If anyone doubts that the questions pose a dilemma, let him consider 
the issue of crime in America at this very hour. Our Constitution, and 
the tradition of our land, make it abundantly clear that law and order 
are the responsibilities of the State and local governments. 

Yet, when the crime rate soars, Americans in every section of the 
country—and even many of their local leaders—look increasingly to the 
Federal Government for solutions. 

The Federal Government does not seek and has never sought the 
responsibility of policing our streets—and I hope and I pray that it will 
never accept it. 

But if the American people look to Washington in a matter so 
clearly defined as this, by our Constitution, it could betray a weakness 
in our partnership. 

Hard decisions confront this partnership, and they cannot be 
postponed. 

I believe that cach Governor is going to have to examine closely his 
State’s system—particularly property taxes—to make sure that the system 
encourages rather than inhibits improvements in the cities. 

A solution is going to have to be found in every State to the vexing 
problem of how to use the tax base of the metropolitan area in order to 
improve the central city. 

More effective ways will also have to be found to use State Employ- 
ment Services which have been aided by the National Government, but 
must not be replaced by the National Government. 
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This year, in the last few months, we have launched the most 
ambitious efforts in our national history to find private jobs in private 
industries for the hard-core unemployed in our cities. Already, industry 
has pledged, in the last few weeks, 162,500 jobs for men who never had 
a job before. 

But before those jobs can be filled, the unemployed have to be 
located and they have to be matched to the available jobs. This just 
never can be done in the Nation’s Capital. 


The State employment agency is the only working instrument. 
But to date, I am sorry to say, only 35,000 of these 162,000 have been 
finally located to take over the work that is ready for them. So, if those 
162,000 jobs are to be filled, and if men and women who have lost 
hope are to be given chances in life, the State employment agencies 
will have to secure results on a much more massive scale. 


It is those same employment agencies that must find jobs for our 
returning servicemen who are unprepared for civilian employment. 

The one clear fact of our time is that solutions are going to be found 
to these problems. Now they are going to be found in one way or the 
other. The needs of people are going to be met. 


But the only question is: How are they going to be met? And the next 
question is: Who will meet them? 


Either together we are going to find jobs for our unemployed and 


our returning veterans—or they are going to make their demands on 
the Federal Government. 


Either together we are going to make our model cities program an 


outstanding success—or the U.S. Government will have to make it a 
success. 


Either together we are going to protect our infants against mental 
and physical disease—or the people will look to the national leaders to 
again expand the Nation’s medical role. 


Either together we are going to provide the loans and the scholar- 
ships and the jobs to make college education possible for every boy and 
girl who wants it—or the National Government will have to do it alone. 


I hope and I believe the answer to these challenges can be and will 
be met by the kind of cooperation, the joint action that we have taken 
together during the past 5 years. 

I appreciate so much what each Governor and each State has done 
in cooperation with Governor Price Daniel and the other three Governors 
who have worked with you, in trying to make this cooperation a success. 

The answer must never lie entirely with the Federal Government. 
I have always believed and I know that you believe that the best govern- 
ment is the government which is closest to the people. And you Governors 


of sovereign States can supply that closeness. That is your strength and 
really that is the strength of our Nation. 


REPORT ON THE SEARCH FOR PEACE 


I want to conclude tonight by giving you a report on this country’s 
search for peace. 
If any fact is clear, it should be this: Everybody in America wants 


peace. Our Government wants peace, our men in Vietnam want peace, 
your President wants peace. 
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Yet some among us seem to feel that I, or we, alone can bring peace 
to the world and peace in Vietnam. They seem to ignore the presence 
and the irreconcilability of the enemy. 

I said in a speech on the night of March 31st that America would 
use restraint on the battlefield as we sought for peace at the bargaining 
table. 

We have employed that restraint. We have kept that promise. 

We are doing everything that we know how to do to get the enemy 
to meet us at least halfway. Up to now, they have shown no disposition 
to do that. 

We are willing to go as far as honor and safety to our soldiers will 
permit us to go. But we are not going to impose a coalition government— 
or for that matter, any kind of government—on the people of South Viet- 
nam. Nor are we going to let the totalitarians impose a Communist 
government of their direction upon the people of South Vietnam, either. 

So the days that we are going through and the days ahead are going 
to be difficult ones. We are determined to press the search for peace, 
even as we resist aggression on the battlefield. We are going to continue 
to try to resist the efforts to split our country wide open and divide our 
citizens. 

And with all the power at my command, I am going to try to do 
my duty as I see it, regardless of the pressures and the strains that come 
normally in any political year. 

When President Thieu and I met last week in Honolulu, we tried 
to make our position clear. We determined that a cease-fire could be a 
part of a final peaceful settlement—and that such a cessation will be 
possible whenever the Government of North Vietnam is prepared ear- 
nestly to examine the arrangements required. Effective controls and 
guarantees would be necessary. 


We agreed that an honorable and secure peace will assure the right 
of the South Vietnamese people to decide their own affairs without any 
external interference. It will be in accord with the essential principles of 
the Geneva accords of 1954 and it will provide full compliance with the 
Geneva accords of 1962, regarding Laos. 


Now, that is the position of the United States Government. That 
position is a fair position. That position is a just position. That position 
is a reasonable position. And I am here tonight to the extent that I can 
to assure you that position is a firm position of the United States Gov- 
ernment as long as I am President. 


So, we do not get peace just because we wish for it. We hope and 
we always pray for the best, but we must be prepared for what comes. 

I am very sorry that this is the last time that I will attend one of 
your sessions as President. 

When I look back over the long road that we have traveled together 
over the last 5 eventful years, I feel a sense of accomplishment and 
satisfaction. 

But then I look ahead—not just to January 20, but down the long 
road that our Republic has yet to go, into our third century of 
independence. 


Then I get a somewhat different feeling. It can best be described 
by telling you this story that I read about Winston Churchill—which 
may or may not be true. 
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It seems that at the height of World War II, amidst great danger, 
the Prime Minister was visited by a delegation of temperance ladies. 
They came to complain about Prime Minister Churchill’s drinking 
habits. 

“Mr. Prime Minister,” one of the ladies said, “if all the brandy that 
you drank in a year was poured into this room, it would come halfway 
up to the ceiling.” And she held up her hand to illustrate to the Prime 
Minister. 

The Prime Minister looked solemnly at the floor. Then he looked 
at the ceiling. Then he looked at the little lady’s hand at the midmark. 

And he muttered very sadly, “So little done. So much yet to do.” 

So in spite of how far we have come, we have so far yet to travel. 
In spite of all that we have done together, we have not done nearly 
enough. In spite of all the problems that face our men in Vietnam tonight 
as they struggle to protect the things we believe in, and that face our 
leaders here at home who try to serve us the best they can—in spite of 
all those things, we must reach up to the heights and do a better job 
for this country. 

I have not the slightest doubt that it is the desire and the determina- 
tion of every Governor at this conference to represent his State and his 
people and his country as best he can. 

In my 37 years of active political participation, I have never seen 
any man of any party who ran on a platform of doing what he thought 
was wrong. We all think we are doing what is right. Sometimes we make 
mistakes and we misjudge what is right and what is wrong. But we all 
try to do our best. 

In the days ahead, we are going to be challenged to make better 
judgments, to have greater wisdom, to be possessed with more vision. 
Although we have the greatest nation in all the world, if it is to continue 
to lead the world, then we must rise up in this critical hour of need, 
inventory our resources, list our needs, and try to reach progressive, 


prudent judgments that will result in the greatest good for the greatest 
number. 


When I first entered political life I was asked my philosophy. I shall 
try to keep that philosophy to the end. First of all, I want to be a free 
man. Second, I want to be an American. Third, I want to be a public 
servant who tries to serve all the people of all races and all creeds without 
fear or favor. Fourth, because I believe I can best serve my country, I 
want to be a Democrat—all in that order: free man, American, public 
servant, and finally a party leader. 


For those Governors of both parties who have given me their hand 
in friendship, who have gone with me in the hours of trial and the hours 
of sunshine, I have come here to express my deep gratitude on behalf 
of myself and my family, but particularly on behalf of the 200 million 
people that we are all privileged to serve. They give so much. They ask 
for so little. 

We have got to preserve the freedom that they cherish—and we will. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:25 p.m., at the Civic Center, Cincinnati, Ohio. The 
President was presented with the National Governors Conference Special Award for 
his “long and devoted public service and especially for his leadership in creating 


a more effective working partnership between the States and the Federal 
Government.” 








AENTS — 


MONDAY, JULY 29, 1968 
Navajo Community College 


Announcement of Approval of Grant To Establish 
the College. July 24, 1968 


Bertrand M. Harding, Acting Director of the Office of 
Economic Opportunity, reported to the President today 
that a $454,150 grant has been approved to establish the 
first college exclusively for Indians in this country. 

The grant will establish the Navajo Community College. 

The curriculum will combine Indian education, cul- 
tural identity, community services internships, student and 
faculty exchanges, and intertribal cooperation. 

The college is expected to open in January 1969, with 
an enrollment of 400 students. Nationwide recruitment 
of promising Indian high school graduates as well as high- 
risk Indian youth and illiterate adults will be undertaken. 

The college will be a 2-year junior college, with major 
emphasis on a 2-year vocational education program as 
well as basic education skills which will train the students 
for any industry locating. on their reservation. 


In advance of the opening, the staff and students will 
plan with the community for the terminal general studies 
program. Standards for admission, grading, and accred- 
itation will be studied. A long-range plan will be developed 
and a permanent site will be selected. A Board of Regents 
will govern the college. 


The college will be housed for 18 months in a portion 
of a $9 million high school at Many Farms, built by the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. This is the first high school to 
be built on the 16-million-acre reservation, populated by 
115,000 Navajos. 

The Navajo Community College is expected to become 
a model which can be adapted for rural populations, both 
Indian and non-Indian. At the end of the grant, faculty, 
staff, and students will be recruited, classes organized, 
curriculum prepared, a plan for the phasing of operations 
developed, a long-range plan for programing and other 
funding sources will be submitted, and the college will be 
in operation. 

Dr. Robert Roessel is development director for the 
college. 

The Navajo reservation is approximately the size of the 
State of West Virginia, located in Arizona, New Mexico, 
and Utah, and has the largest Indian population. The 
average Navajo of 25 has completed only 2 years of formal 
schooling. With only one recently-built high school on the 
vast reservation, transportation from the three-State area 
to any high school has been almost impossible to provide. 

Federal Indian reservations, for the most part, lie 
beyond State jurisdiction and it is difficult for young peo- 
ple to reach any school, unless it is located on the reserva- 
tion. Fifty percent of Indian schoolchildren—double the 
national average—drop out before completing high 
school. Indian literacy rates are among the lowest in the 
Nation. 
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Postal Practices in the Federal 
Government 


The President’s Memorandum to Heads of Departments 
and Agencies Urging Cooperation in Making 
Letter-Size Mail Compatible With Machine 

Processing. July 24,1968 


In the past several years, the Post Office Department 
has aggressively sought to cope with rapidly increasing 
mail volumes by operational and transportation improve- 
ments, research and engineering, modernization of 
obsolete facilities, and construction of modern mail- 
processing plants. 

One of the basic problems in efficient utilization of 
mechanization systems arises from the wide diversity of 
mail pieces characteristics, making it impossible to achieve 
continuous smooth-running operation of this complex 
equipment. Expensive manual labor is needed to monitor 
the machines, to extricate jammed mail and to manually 
re-process it into the mail flow. Postal engineers are unable 
to obtain desired machine performance until mail with 
undesirable characteristics is eliminated. These vulnerable 
characteristics are now well understood. 

The Post Office Department is planning an ambitious 
national program to make letter-size mail more nearly 
compatible with high-speed machine processing. This will 
not involve arbitrary or harsh restrictions but merely the 
following of certain simple guidelines and an understand- 
ing of the problems involved. 

It is my intention that the Government, which generates 
a substantial part of national mail volume, provide the 
leadership and example to achieve the important cost sav- 
ings possible from this program. The business and indus- 
trial community will certainly follow our example. 

The Administrator of the General Services Administra- 
tion will act as central coordinator for the Government 
community. Each Department and Agency is directed to 
designate its chief administrative officer to carry out mail 
improvement recommendations within his organization. 
The name of each designee will be provided to the Admin- 
istrator of GSA. The Post Office Department will provide 
guidelines, technical advice and test services to the Gen- 
eral Services Administration and through them io other 


Agencies and Departments to support the reform of 
postal practices within Government. 

I consider this program to be a vital aspect of our cost 
reduction efforts in Government warranting urgent and 
continuing attention to postal processing requirements in 
Government. 


Lynvon B. JoHNSON 
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John E. Fogarty International Center 
for Advanced Study in the 
Health Sciences 


Statement by the President Announcing the 
Establishment of the Center. July 24, 1968 


President Johnson announced today establishment of 
the John E. Fogarty International Center for Advanced 
Study in the Health Sciences. 

“We expect the Center to attract leading scientists and 
scholars from all over the world,” President Johnson said. 

“The exchange of knowledge among the world’s fore- 
most scientists will help move us toward the solution of 
health problems that beset the people of all nations,” he 
said. 

“We hope to form an alliance of the best in medical 
thought to develop the health sciences to collaborate in 
advancing knowledge and to foster international 
cooperation,” the President said. 

“Of primary concern is the problem of world popula- 
tion,” he said. ““We need an exchange of views on the de- 
velopment of research into social and economic aspects 
of the population problem as well as into the biological 
questions of human reproduction and fertility control. 

“We need to share our knowledge and learn from 
others about malnutrition and its relation to infectious 
diseases, particularly in infants and young children. 

“We need to study the basic problems of the environ- 
mental determinants of disease and the potential contribu- 
tion of the environment to human health. 

“And we must exchange ideas about how to solve the 
problem of the shortage of health manpower. 

“We look to the Center to focus attention on all of 
these and many other areas of worldwide concern. 

“The Center will be an appropriate memorial to the 
late Congressman Fogarty whose many years of devo- 
tion to the cause of human health and well-being gave 
this Nation world leadership in health research,” the 
President said. 


The Center will be located at the National Institutes 
of Health in Bethesda, Md. 


Dr. Milo D. Leavitt, Jr., is Director of the Center. 
He was formerly Director of the NIH Office of Program 

Planning, and before that was HEW Deputy Assistant 
' Secretary for Science and Population. 


In earlier posts at NIH, he headed the Special Inter- 
national Programs Section in the Office of the Director 
and served as Assistant Chief of the Perinatal Research 
Branch of the National Institute of Neurological Diseases 
and Blindness. 


The Center will house an international conference and 
seminar program, a scholars-in-residence program, an 


international fellowship and exchange program, and a 
foreign visitor reception center. 
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Creation of an international center was a long-held 
and often-voiced hope of Mr. Fogarty, the Rhode Island 
Congressman who died in January 1967. He presented 
the idea to the Third National Conference on World 
Health in September 1963. 

President Johnson, in his February 1967 message to 
Congress on Health and Education in America, sought 
funds to establish an International Center for Advanced 
Study in the Health Sciences at NIH. Congress included 
$500,000 in planning funds in the 1968 HEW appropria- 
tion bill for the Fogarty International Center. 

Preliminary plans for the Center, to be completed in 
1972, include conference facilities, living quarters for 
scholars in residence, rooms for visiting conferees, food 
service facilities, and lounge and office space for the Cen- 
ter staff. 


The Center begins operations this month. Until con- 
struction is completed, it will operate within existing 
facilities of the National Institutes of Health. 

Dr. Leavitt holds an M.D. degree from the University 
of Pennsylvania, a master of public health degree from 


Harvard University, and a master of science degree from 
thé University of Minnesota. 


Development Loan Committee 


Announcement of Executive Order Adding a Commerce 
Department Representative to the Membership of the 
Committee. July 24, 1968 


The President today issued an Executive order for the 
purpose of adding the Assistant Secretary of Commerce 
for Domestic and International Business to the member- 
ship of the Development Loan Committee. 


Section 204 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 pro- 
vides for the establishment by the President of an “inter- 
agency Development Loan Committee, consisting of such 
officers from such agencies of the United States Govern- 
ment as he may determine, which shall, under the direc- 
tion of the President, establish standards and criteria for 
lending operations . . . in accordance with the foreign 
and financial policies of the United States.” 

In 1961, the President acted under that section to pro- 
vide for membership of the Development Loan Commit- 
tee consisting of the Administrator of the Agency for Inter- 
national Development (Chairman), the Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Export-Import Bank, the As- 
sistant Secretary of State for Economic Affairs, the Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Treasury dealing with international 
finance, and the officer of the Agency for International 
Development dealing with development financing. 

The Secretary of Commerce is a member of the Na- 
tional Advisory Council on International Monetary and 
Financial Policies (NAC). In order to eliminate duplica- 
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tion the NAC no longer reviews AID financial transac- 
tions as a matter of course. Therefore, it is important that 
the Department of Commerce be represented on the De- 
velopment Loan Committee, which will continue its func- 
tion of broadscale review of AID financial transactions. 
This representation requires today’s amendment of the 
committee membership as originally set forth by Execu- 
tive Order No. 10973 of November 3, 1961. 


noTE: For the text of Executive Order 11417, see the following 
item. 


Development Loan Committee 
Executive Order 11417. July 24, 1968 


AppING AN ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE TO 
THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE DEVELOPMENT LOAN 
CoMMITTEE 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 204 
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2164) 
and as President of the United States, Executive Order 
No. 10973 of November 3, 1961, as amended, is hereby 
further amended by inserting in section 305, after the 
text “the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury dealing with 
international finance,’’, the following: “the Assistant Sec- 
retary of Commerce for Domestic and International 
Business,’’. 

Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 

July 24, 1968 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:26 a.m., 
July 25, 1968] 


NOTE: For an announcement concerning the Executive order, 
see the preceding item. 


Air Quality Advisory Board 


Statement by the President Upon Appointing 
the 15-Member Board. July 25, 1968 


President Johnson today appointed a 15-member Ai: 
Quality Advisory Board to assist the Federal Govern- 
ment in its continuing attack on the problem of air 
pollution. 

Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare Wilbur J. 
Cohen will be chairman of the board. 


The board was established under provisions of the 
Air Quality Act of 1967 which the President signed into 
law last November. Under the act, the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare is directing a compre- 
hensive national program of air pollution research and 
control activities. 
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“The Air Quality Act offers the Nation an opportunity 
to bring air pollution under control,” the President said. 


He said, “I urge all citizens who share my concern 
for public health and welfare to give their full support 
to effective air quality control programs in our States 
and communities.” 


The functions of the board, as set forth in the Air 
Quality Act, are to advise and consult with the Secretary 
of Health, Education, and Welfare on policy matters 
relating to implementation of the act, and to make any 
recommendations to the President which the board deems 
necessary. 


As required by the act, the 15 members of the board in- 
clude representatives of State and local governments, and 
public and private groups interested in air pollution and 
its prevention and control. 


Members appointed for a 1-year term are: 


Lee A. DuBrinpce, president, California Institute of Technology, 
Pasadena, Calif. 

MicHAEL FERENCE, vice president for scientific research, Ford 
Motor Co., Detroit, Mich. 

Hu ett C. Smirn, Governor of West Virginia. 

Cart B. Stokes, Mayor of Cleveland. 

Joun M. SEABROOK, corporation executive, Woodstown, N.J. 


Members appointed to a 2-year term are: 


Dr. F. Prerce LINAWEAVER, JR., associate professor of environmental 
sciences, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md. 

Mrs. NorMan STOLL, Portland, Oreg. 

Georce H. R. Taytor, economist, AFL-CIO, Washington, D.C. 

Joun Lawrence, chairman of the board, Dresser Industries, Dallas, 
Tex. 

Avex J. BarkeEt, banker, Kansas City, Mo. 


Members appointed to a 3-year term are: 
Georce F. Kirsy, president, Ethyl Corp., Baton Rouge, La. 


SaMvuEL L. ANDELMAN, M.D., health commissioner, city of Chicago. 


Dr. Joun W. Tukey, professor of mathematics, Princeton Uni- 
versity, Princeton, N.J. (Dr. Tukey served as Chairman of the 
Environmental Pollution Panel of the President’s Scientific 
Advisory Committee in 1965.) 


Rosert S. Kerr, Jr., lawyer, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Mack SHANHOLTz, M.D., Virginia State health officer, Rich- 
mond, Va. 


Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award of Oak Leaf Cluster to the Ist 
Battalion (Airborne) 12th Cavalry, and Attached Units, 
Ist Cavalry Division (Airmobile) , United States 

Army. July 26, 1968 


The President today awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation (Army) (First Oak Leaf Cluster) to the Ist Bat- 
talion (Airborne), 12th Cavalry, and attached units of the 
Ist Cavalry Division (Airmobile), United States Army, 
for extraordinary heroism in action against a hostile force 


on 2 and 3 October 1966 in the Republic of Vietnam. 
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The citation follows: 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States and as Commander in Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States I have today awarded 


THe PresmeNTIAL Unit Crration (Army) 
(First Oak LEAF CLUSTER) 


FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM TO 


THE Ist BATTALION (AIRBORNE), 12TH CAVALRY 
AND ATTACHED UNITs, 
Ist Cavatry Drvision (ArRMOBILE), UNITED STATES 
ARMY 


The Ist Battalion (Airborne), 12th Cavalry, and at- 
tached units distinguished themselves by extraordinary 
heroism in combat actions in the Republic of Vietnam on 
2-3 October 1966. Early on 2 October 1966, the Battal- 
ion was diverted to the village of Hoa Hoi where two heli- 
copters had been shot down. After a quick reconnaissance, 
the battalion commander commenced the air assault, mov- 
ing his three rifle companies into positions around the 
enemy held village. Two platoons of Company B were in 
the initial air movement, and these elements came under 
heavy enemy small arms fire upon landing. Unhesitat- 
ingly, the men charged straight into the well entrenched 
enemy and pushed them back toward the village. As 
Company B was fighting its way into Hoa Hoi from the 
southeast, Company A landed to the southwest. Receiv- 
ing sniper fire on the landing zone, the company immedi- 
ately attacked toward the village. At this point operations 
were halted, and loudspeakers were used to direct the 
civilians away from the village and to implore the enemy 
soldiers to lay down their arms. Numerous civilians and 
soldiers did as they were directed. After an hour, it was 
evident that no one else was coming out of the village, 
and the advance was continued, The fighting was marked 
by violent platoon size encounters as the companies at- 
tacked through a series of well fortified enemy trenches 
before reaching the enemy’s main village stronghold. In 
the meanwhile, Company C completed the encirclement, 
landing north of the village and attacking south. Using the 
same aggressive, offensive tactics employed by the other 
companies, Company C fought its way through rice pad- 
dies and enemy fortifications to reach its blocking posi- 
tions. It became evident that the three rifle companies 
could not contain the enemy during the approaching 
night, and Companies A and CG, Ist Battalion, 5th Cav- 
alry, were air lifted into the area to seal off the enemy 
village. During the night, the enemy made numerous at- 
tempts to break out of the perimeter, but were unable to 
penetrate the valiant ring of soldiers. At daybreak, Com- 
pany C, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry, began the main at- 
tack through the village while the remainder of the force 
continued to encircle the enemy. Despite the heavy volume 
of deadly fire from the well entrenched, tenacious foe, the 
heroic troopers moved steadily forward, and position after 
position collapsed under their assault. By noon, the final 
sweep of Hoa Hoi was completed. Because the Battalion 
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aggressively carried the battle to the enemy with un- 
counted incidents of individual gallantry, friendly casual- 
ties were minimized compared with near total destruction 
of the entrapped enemy force. The determination and 
extraordinary courage displayed by the men of the par- 
ticipating units reflect great credit upon the Ist Cavalry 
Division and the United States Army. 


Equal Opportunity in the 
Armed Forces 


Memorandum for the President From Secretary of 
Defense Clark M. Clifford on the 20th Anniversary 
of the Desegregation Order. July 26, 1968 


Today marks the 20th anniversary of President Tru- 
man’s 26 July 1948 order to desegregate the Armed 
Forces. The program launched 20 years ago has made 
extraordinary progress. 

Twenty years ago, the Army had 1,306 Negro officers, 
with only one a colonel. Now there are 5,637, of whom 
27 are colonels, and one has been nominated to become a 
brigadier general. 

The Navy in 1948 had only 4 Negro officers, now it 
has 330. 

The Marine Corps, which had one Negro officer in 
1948, now has 180. 

In 1948 the Air Force had 310 Negro officers, with one 
a colonel. Today it has 2,417 with 19 colonels and a 
lieutenant general. 

There were just 14 Negroes at the Service academies in 
1948. Today there are 116, of whom 47 entered as plebes 
earlier this month. 

In the enlisted grades there has been the same kind of 
heartening breakthrough in opportunity to advance on 
merit alone. 

For example, Negroes made up 10.7% of all Army 
enlisted men in 1948 but only 5.7% of the top enlisted 
grade. In 1968 the overall percentage is 12.1%, but now 
Negroes make up 13.9% of the grade which corresponds 
to 1948's top grade. 

In 1948 there were seven enlisted grades. Today there 
are nine, which makes comparisons difficult. So we ex- 
amined the spread of Negroes through all nine grades at 
the end of 1962 and the end of 1967. In that recent five 
year period the percentage of Negroes increased—in some 
instances more than twofold—in each of the top four 
grades in all four of the Military Services. The numbers 
of Negroes increased in the top five grades of all Services. 

Equality of treatment and opportunity without regard 
to color is a fact in the Armed Forces of the United States. 
For most of our country’s history, the opposite unfor- 
tunately was the case. 

Piecemeal desegregation started in World War II, but 
it was not until President Truman’s courageous and dedi- 
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cated order of public commitment to equality in the 
Armed Forces in 1948 that real change began. By 1955 
all formal racial discrimination had been eliminated, al- 
though vestiges lingered into the early 1960's. 

In 1962 President Kennedy established a Committee 
on Equal Opportunity in the Armed Forces. A year later 
the report of that committee led to the issuance of a De- 
fense Directive which for the first time squarely enun- 
ciated a policy against off-base as well as on-base discrim- 
inatory treatment of servicemen. 

By 1967 it was apparent that while many forms of 
shameful off-base treatment of Negro servicemen had 
been eliminated or substantially ameliorated, housing 
discrimination in some communities near military instal- 
lations continued to have a corrosive and damaging im- 
pact on black Americans wearing this country’s uniform. 
As a consequence, military effectiveness was impaired. 

In 1963 the Defense Department had stopped accept- 
ing rental listings from civilian landlords who refused to 
treat all men and women in uniform on an equal basis. 
A year ago commanders were told to seek out landlords 
and to urge them to rent to all servicemen without regard 
to color, pointing out that if they refused to deal with all 
servicemen fairly, then no servicemen would be author- 
ized to deal with them. 

Only 30% of the landlords nationwide were on our 
non-discriminatory housing lists a year ago. Now 84% 
are. This has meant a gain of nearly 630,000 rental units 
open to all servicemen in all parts of our nation. 

We are determined to push forward with our cam- 
paign to achieve 100% housing justice for all servicemen. 
We have stated that no other goal is acceptable. I 
announced in June that beginning in August the sanc- 
tions which we have imposed in certain areas on discrimi- 
natory landlords will be extended throughout the country 
wherever we have military bases. 

The men and women of the Armed Forces have shown 
over the last twenty years that full equality of opportunity 
for white and black together is not just a dream, but that 
it can be made a reality. We shall be unrelenting in 
preserving and extending that reality. 


Department of the Interior 
and Related Agencies 
Appropriation Act, 1969 


Remarks of the President, Secretary Udall, and 
Mrs. Johnson at the Signing Ceremony. July 26, 1968 


Tue Present. We have before us this morning the 
regular Interior Department appropriation bill. 

Because it touches so many areas of this country and 
affects the happiness and pleasure of so many people in 
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this country, and because of the unique and unusual 
contributions that have been made to extending our rec- 
reational areas and our park areas and beautification 
programs, I have asked Secretary Udall to come here this 
morning. This will be the last appropriation bill—money 
bill—that I will probably sign in this field, although we 
have a number of important bills—like the scenic rivers 
and trails, and redwoods and others—that are pending 
in the Congress that we expect to have favorably acted 
upon this year. 

I thought I would use this occasion to say to him and 
to the many thousands of dedicated people in his depart- 
ment, and leading conservationists over the Nation who 
support it, how grateful I believe the American people 
are for the fact that he is bringing more recreational 
areas, more land back into public domain, than we are 
taking out. 

There seems to have been an intensified interest in mov- 
ing forward to find places for the American family to go 
for recreation, for play, and places that are available to 
them. 

I am very proud of the effort, under his leadership, that 
the American Nation, through the support of the Con- 
gress, has made. 

In 4 years and 8 months, we have passed through the 
committees, House and Senate, in Interior, Appropria- 
tions, and other committees, 278 conservation measures. 
Some of these measures are minor measures that justi- 
fiably affect some State, but it is very important to them. 
It could be the Guadalupe Park in Texas or the Assa- 
teague Park up here on the Maryland shore, but it always 
affects a lot of people who are going there. 

Secretary Udall pointed out to me that 2 years ago 
that there was hardly anyone at Assateague. You couldn’t 
get in there. He went out last week with his family and 
more than half a million people will be there this year. 

The important thing is that these parks are being 
located close to where people live. Very few of us can get 
in a car and quickly go to Yellowstone, although many 
hundreds of thousands do. But a lot of people can enjoy 
that 50- or 60-mile shoreline because it.is located where 
people are, although it is a rather congested, small 
acreage. 

Of those 278 conservation measures, most have gone 
unheralded and unsung. Quiet little women in conserva- 
tion clubs and garden clubs, people who are interested 
in recreation, wildlife, and things like that, bring these 
things to the attention of their Congressmen and their 
Congressmen have helped. 

I talked to Mr. Laurance Rockefeller this week about 
his leadership in the private field. He has gone from State 
to State inspiring people to preserve areas for our chil- 
dren. He has been a great source of strength and inspira- 
tion to me and to the Secretary and Mrs. Johnson, who 
has gone all over this country trying to enlist local efforts. 

We have made up for them a little memento that they 
can hang in their office in the Interior Department, or 
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wherever they choose to. It is 50 of the more important 
bills. This is for Secretary Udall and it says: 

“To Stewart Udall, Secretary of the Interior: 

“May these pens symbolize your devotion to preserv- 
ing the beauty of nature for all mankind.” 

In 4 years and 8 months we have passed 278 significant 
conservation and beautification bills. These pens repre- 
sent some of these laws. This goes back to the Air Pollu- 
tion Act of the last days of 1963. By dates, we bring it on 
up to cover such important things as the Continental 
Shelf Act that we have just passed that will bring $200 
million a year for this purpose. There may be some that 
we will pass this year that we may want to substitute on 
this list. 

Here is a little plaque that I want to give to Mrs. John- 
son on which it says: 

“To Lady Bird—who has inspired me and millions of 
Americans to try to preserve our land and beautify our 
Nation.” 

Secretary Udall will brief you on the rather important 
bills which are still pending. We have hopes of passing 
them this year. 

Mr. Rockefeller and the conservation leaders of the 
country are very interested in helping us. Senator Jackson 
and Congressman Aspinall are helping us. Some of these 
measures are in conference, have passed the Senate and 
haven’t passed the House, and some have passed the 
House and not the Senate. We hope we can wrap them 
up between now and the time the new President comes in. 

Secretary Udall, after this is over, if you desire, will be 
available to you to discuss the individual programs, to 
summarize briefly some of what he considers historical 
achievements, and answer any questions you may have to 
ask him. 

SEcRETARY UDALL. Mr. President, while you are sign- 
ing this bill I want to tell you something of interest. 

My department is in the black for the first time. We 
have taken in, in the last year, from the Continental 
Shelf, more money than in all of history. 

We have the three sales—one off California, one off 
Texas, and one off Louisiana—involving $12 billion in 
one year. 

We are just beginning to master the art of getting and 
using the resources of the Continental Shelf. So I am 
going to have a department where we can say to the 
country that our revenues exceed the expenditures. 

Tue Preswent. I had a commander come in to see 
me several years ago. He was talking about the very im- 
portant athletic program. He made a survey and a close 
study of the Olympics. 

I said, “That is fine. We are very interested in it. What 
are you doing to find places for our children in our cities 
and ghettos—places for them to play?” He hadn’t 
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thought of that much. As all of you know, that is one of 
our big problems. 

Secretary Udall has been addressing himself to that 
problem. I think the thing that concerned Mrs. Johnson 
most about our Latin American trip out into the schools 


' 
; 
\ 


and the countrysides was when she came into the cities 


and saw some of the parks and the plazas that the families 
had once enjoyed that have now been converted into 
parking lots. The cars occupy the parking lots and the 
children occupy the streets. 

If we are not very careful, we can be shortsighted. We 
are now going back to some of the Presidents’ homes and 
trying to reclaim land and areas to fit into the historical 
sites that have been sold off for honky-tonks and com- 
mercial buildings. 

Out in Iowa, we are trying to put together the Herbert 
Hoover birthplace. We are adding some to the Franklin 
D. Roosevelt home at Hyde Park. President Eisenhower 
has transferred his Gettysburg place. By Executive order 
last year, Secretary Udall went up and accepted his place. 


We are trying to take action on these things before it , 
is too late because after you cut the woods, after you build | 
up the buildings, the cost of tearing them down and re- | 


placing them and redoing them is very expensive. 

Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 

SECRETARY UDALL. Thank you very much. 

Mrs. Jounson. I am so glad. There is nothing that 
has happened that I am more glad about. 

THE Preswent. I think all of you know Mr. Pierson. 
He is on my staff. He came from one of the Senate com- 
mittees. He works in this field as a White House staff man 
with Secretary Udall. He will be with you and give you 
any help you want on any individual measure. If you 
have any questions, he will be glad to answer them. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in his office at the White 


House. As printed above, this item follows the text of the White 
House press release. 


As enacted, the bill (H.R. 17354) is Public Law 90-425. 


Fishing in the Territorial Waters 
of the United States 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill 
Regarding Activities of Foreign Vessels in the 
Contiguous Fishery Zone. July 26, 1968 


I have today signed into law S. 1752, “To amend the 
Act prohibiting fishing in the territorial waters of the 
United States and in certain other areas by vessels other 
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than vessels of the United States and by persons in charge 
of such vessels.” 

Under the Act which the present bill amends, it is un- 
lawful for foreign vessels to fish in the United States ter- 
ritorial waters or in the contiguous 9-mile fisheries zone. 
Exceptions may be made for rights recognized by inter- 
national agreement. 

While existing law has proven effective in preserving 
our fisheries for United States nationals, some uncertainty 
has existed as to precisely what activities are prohibited 
within the contiguous fishery zone. To remove this uncer- 
tainty and clarify the application of the law to activities 
unique to fisheries operations, S. 1752 prohibits foreign 
vessels from engaging in activities in support of a foreign 
fishery fleet in the contiguous zone. 


It is clear that the language of this bill should be inter- 
preted in accordance with international law. 

The United States believes that international law rec- 
ognizes the right of a coastal State to prohibit, within 
a contiguous fishery zone, activities that are unique to 
fishing operations; but that it does not sanction controls 
that interfere with freedoms of the high seas—such as 
freedom of navigation. Nor should prohibitions be placed 
on activities that have not customarily been om to 
control as fisheries activities. 


The United States will, therefore, enforce this legisla- 
tion in consonance with the requirements of international 
law. 


NoTE: As enacted, the bill (S. 1752) is Public Law 90-427. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as 
formal White House press releases during the period 
covered by this issue. Appointments which appear below 
in the list of nominations submitted to the Senate are not 
included in this listing. 

July 24 

The Minister of Defense for the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Gerhard Schroeder, met with the President at 
the White House. 

The President has accepted the retirement from regular 
active service of Judge Gerald McLaughlin as United 
States Circuit Judge, Third Circuit. 

July 25 

The Finance Minister of the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, Franz Joseph Strauss, met with the President at the 
White House. 

July 26 

Members of the J. E. B. Stuart High School rowing 
team, from Falls Church, Va., which recently won the 
Henley Regatta in England, called on the President at the 
White House. They were accompanied by Senators Harry 
Byrd, Jr., and William Spong of Virginia. 

The President met with former Governor George 
Wallace to brief him on foreign affairs developments, 
particularly the Paris talks and the situation in Vietnam. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE‘? 


Submitted July 22, 1968 


Lewis E. Evans, of Pennsylvania, to be a 
member of the Federal Coal Mine Safety 
Board of Review for the remainder of the 


term expiring July 15, 1971, vice Charles 
R. Ferguson. 


Submitted July 23, 1968 


JOSEPH W. BARTLETT, of Massachusetts, to be 
Under Secretary of Commerce. 

FRANCIS A. O’NEILL, JR., of New York, to be 
a member of the National Mediation Board 
for the term expiring July 1, 1971 (reap- 
pointment). 


Submitted July 24, 1968 


Papraic M. KENNEDY, of the District of Co- 
lumbia, to be an Assistant Director of the 
Office of Economic Opportunity, vice Wil- 
liam H. Crook. 

BARBARA M. Watson, of New York, to be 
Administrator, Bureau of Security and 
Consular Affairs, Department of State. 


Submitted July 25, 1968 


KENNETH H. TUGGLE, of Kentucky, to be an 
Interstate Commerce Commissioner for 
the term of 7 years expiring December 31, 
1975 (reappointment) . 

WALLACE R. BurRKE, of Connecticut, to be an 
Interstate Commerce Commissioner for the 
term of 7 years expiring December 31, 
1974, vice William R. Tucker, term expired. 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved July 18, 1968 


H.J. Res. 1802_.......... Public Law 90-406 
Joint Resolution to authorize the President 
to issue a proclamation designating the 
week of Oct. 13, 1968 as “Salute to Eisen- 
hower Week”’. 


ee Ren Stcectcctcax Public Law 90-407 
An Act to amend the National Science 
Foundation Act of 1950 to make changes 
and improvements in the organization and 
operation of the Foundation, and for other 
purposes. 

S.J. Res. 165--.---..-.-- Public Law 90-405 
Joint Resolution authorizing the President 


to proclaim Aug. 11, 1968, as “Family 
Reunion Day”. 


Approved July 21, 1968 

PE PP ci cceniccncncns Public Law 90-411 
An Act to amend the Federal Aviation Act 
of 1958 to require aircraft noise abatement 
regulation, and for other purposes. 

Pe NO ai ec cemcmnmmn Public Law 90-409 
An Act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to grant long-term leases with 
respect to lands in the El Portal adminis- 
trative site adjacent to Yosemite National 
Park, California, and for other purposes. 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved July 21, 1968—Continued 


SRM SOW B escecccccnadan Public Law 90-413 
An Act to amend section 1730 of title 18, 
United States Code, to permit the uniform 
or badge of the letter-carrier branch of the 
postal service to be worn in theatrical, tele- 
vision, or motion-picture productions 
under certain circumstances. 

eee Public Law 90-412 
An Act authorizing the use of certain 
buildings in the District of Columbia for 
chancery purposes. 

PE, SND Sc ctoaccaxcand Public Law 90-410 
An Act to direct the Secretury of Agricul- 
ture to release on behalf of the United 
States conditions in deeds conveying cer- 
tain lands to the State of Iowa, and for 
other purposes. 

BUS Betis essdecncus Public Law 90-408 
An Act to authorize certain construction 
at military installations, and for other 
purposes. 

We REM clnie cs amss te Private Law 90-295 
An Act for the relief of Demetra Lani 
Angelopoulos. 

eS Public Law 90-414 
Joint Resolution to supplement Public Law 
87-734 and Public Law 87-735 which took 
title to certain lands in the Lower Brule 
and Crow Creek Indian Reservations. 


Approved July 23, 1968 


eee Private Law 90-297 
An Act for the relief of Giovanna Ingui 
Dallara. 


a Private Law 90-298 
An Act for the relief of Amir U. Khan. 
Ws SE ictciccdcad Private Law 90-299 


An Act to confer United States citizenship 
posthumously upon Private First Class 
John R. Aneli. 


EEE PE in cccenn cane Public Law 90-417 
Legislative Branch Appropriation Act, 1969. 
SER WB cticnicncacne Public Law 90-415 


An Act to increase the size of the Board 
of Directors of Gallaudet College, and for 
other purposes. 

aint crac Private Law 90-296 
An Act for the relief of Miss Amalia 
Seresly. 

| eee. Public Law 90-418 
An Act to amend the Commodity Exchange 
Act, as amended, to make frozen concen- 
trated orange juice subject to the provi- 
sions of such Act. 

ee Public Law 90-416 
Joint Resolution extending the duration of 
copyright protection in certain cases. 


Approved July 24, 1968 


Pe eb akin cacscnse Private Law 90-300 
An Act for the relief of Stanislaw and 
Julianna Szymonik. 


ee Private Law 90-301 
An Act for the relief of Arley L. Beem, 
aviation electrician’s mate chief, United 
States Navy. 

ee Private Law 90-302 
An Act for the relief of Theofane Spirou 
Koukos. 

GR, Piiitccccccecnes Public Law 90-424 
An Act to grant minerals, including oil, 
gas, and other natural deposits, on certain 
lands in the Northern Cheyenne Indian 
Reservation, Montana, to certain Indians, 
and for other purposes. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved July 24, 1968—Continued 


Pes iii ene Public Law 90-421 
An Act to amend the International Claims 
Settlement Act of 1949, as amended, to 
provide for the timely determination of 
certain claims of American nationals, and 
for other purposes. 


ee Public Law 90-423 
An Act to extend for two years the Act of 
September 30, 1965, relating to high-speed 


ground transportation, and for other pur- 
poses. 


By Wes Scbscnnscsencuwee Public Law 90-419 
An Act granting the consent of Congress 
to a Great Lakes Basin Compact, and for 
other purposes. 


Sere Baca aaanccape pat Saaialic Public Law 90-420 
An Act to amend the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries Act of 1950 (Public Law 81-845). 


De iiidccccccecenenis Public Law 90-422 
An Act to extend for an additional three 
years the authorization of appropriations 
under the State Technical Services Act of 
1965. 


Approved July 26, 1968 


Pe: SNE shecwccnanwcn Public Law 90-426 


An Act to extend the expiration date of the 
Act of September 19, 1966. 


TEED. SI ikcccectcnees Public Law 90-425 
An Act making appropriations for the De- 
partment of the Interior and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1969, and for other purposes. 

en ee Public Law 90-427 
An Act to amend the Act prohibiting fish- 
ing in the territorial waters of the United 
States and in certain other areas by vessels 
other than vessels of the United States and 
by persons in charge of such vessels. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released July 22, 1968 


Biographies of the seven members of the 
President’s Committee on Mental Retarda- 
tion. 


List of military promotions and reassign- 
ments announced on July 22. 

List of 12 Foreign Service Officers of Class One 
to be promoted to the Class of Career 
Minister. 


Released July 23, 1968 


Remarks of the President at the National 
Governors Conference in Cincinnati (ad- 
vance text). 


Released July 24, 1968 


List of military promotions and retirements 
announced on July 24. 
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CUMULATIVE INDEX TO PRIOR ISSUES 


Third Quarter, 1968 


[Sce issues dated April 8 and July 8 for Cumulative Indexes for the first 
two quarters. A separate semiannual index will be issued shortly. See Index 
of Contents for documents in this issue.] 


Abd al-Aziz, Crown Prince Khalid Ibn__ 1058 Appointments and Nominations—Coi. 


Acts approved, lists......-.- 1059, 1099, 1120 


Addresses and Remarks 


American Committee on Italian Mi- 
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Distinguished Service Medal cere- 
GEE ctcciniesdewadecesenes 1050, 1097 
El Salvador, visit to.........- 1073-1077, 
1083-1086 
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foreign Ambassadors- -------- 1054, 1055 
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J. Percy Priest project dedication_... 1038 
Land and Water Conservation Fund-.- 1107 


Wicaraus, Vit $0......2 25.65.6546. 1087 

Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty cere- 
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Ports of entry one-stop inspection 
TI shack niin cen neta 1109 


Smith, Warren, swearing in as mem- 
ber, Council of Economic Advisers. 1046 
Advisory Board for the Post Office De- 
DRIUNIONG ccteinidtnndctaneecusem 1058, 1099 
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| errr 
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og ee ee 
NS OS | eee 
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Vietnam 
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RN gsc cdede tech cctk tee omnis ter cided 1073, 1096 
oe Me ee a 1120 
Ambassadors, foreign 
Presentation of credentials, etc. 1058, 1119 
Visit to HemisFair ’68.-...----- 1054, 1055 
Ambassadors, United States. See Ap- 
pointments and Nominations; Resig- 
nations; or country to which as- 
signed. 
American Committee on Italian Migra- 
tion 
Anderson, Repr. William R--.--------- 


Appointments and Nominations 


Advisory Board for the Post Office De- 
OTE a dccmccciwmonnsinnndin 1058, 1099 
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ge Ea NE a Ee 1106 

IT, ca sidiese ads salina in tate tie a tieicecaltn 1106, 1120 
District of Columbia National Guard. 1095 
Economic Opportunity, Office of, 

oe ec, SO ne ne --- 1110, 1120 


Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora- 
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Mississippi, U.S. district judge, northern 
district 


National Health Education Committee_ 1119 
National Labor Relations Board__. 1057, 1099 
Naval Academy, U.S., Board of Visitors. 1093 


New Hampshire, U.S. district judge_-._. 1120 
Nguyen Van Thieu, President_________- 1117 
OR: WHS Wks eicccseien 1087 


Nigeria, prevention of starvation in___ 1094 


Nominations. See Appointments and 
Nominations. 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty_._____ 1042, 
1045, 1090 
Oettinger, Mrs. Katherine B__________- 1114 
Older Americans, Medicare program_-___ 1041 
Pettengill, Daniel W--.-.......-.....- 1042 
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U.S.-Mexico Commission for Border 
Development and Friendship------ 1051 
World Weather Watch-------------- 1057 
United Kingdom, Nuclear Nonprolifer- 
ation Treaty............-..... 1042, 1045 
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